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Date of Hearing: April 12, 2016
Counsel: David Billingsley

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY
Reginald Byron Jones-Sawyer, Sr., Chair

AB 1760 (Santiago) — As Introduced February 2, 2016
As Proposed to be Amended in Committee

SUMMARY: Directs a peace officer who determines that a minor is a victim of human
trafficking to report such abuse, consult with a child welfare worker about a safe placement for
the minor, and transport the minor to such placement, unless the minor is otherwise arrested.
Specifies that the officer should provide information that the minor has committed crimes as a
direct result of being a human trafficking victim to the district attorney’s office for independent
evaluation. Specifically, this bill:

1) Directs a peace officer coming in contact with a person suspected to be a victim of human
trafficking to make best efforts to determine whether the person is a minor who is a human
trafficking victim.

2) Allows the officer to seek the assistance of human trafficking experts within or affiliated with
the law enforcement agency, and Non-Governmental Organizations with specialized training
and experience in human trafficking, to make a determination whether a person is minor who
is a human trafficking victim.

3) Specifies that if the peace officer determines that the person is a minor who is a human
trafficking victim and the officer has probable cause to believe that the minor has committed
other crimes as a direct result of being a human trafficking victim, the peace officer shall
make a record of those determinations and provide the district attorney of the county with
such record for independent evaluation.

4) States that unless the minor is otherwise arrested, upon making the determination that the
minor is a victim of human trafficking the peace officer shall:

a) Report suspected abuse or neglect of that minor to the agency given responsibility for
investigation of cases of neglect and abuse; and

b) Consult with the child welfare worker regarding safe placement for the minor which will
separate the minor from the trafficker and from being trafficked and transport the minor
to that placement.

5) Allows an officer to take a minor into temporary protective custody upon a reasonable belief
that specified conditions are met, including that custody is necessary to protect the minor
from a person found or suspected to have committed human trafficking.
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Requires the Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST) to update its
training to conform with changes in law that this bill would make.

Enacts the State Plan to Serve and Protect Child Trafficking Victims and would require the
California Health and Human Services Agency, no later than January 30, 2017, to convene
an interagency workgroup, as specified, to develop the plan with the following minimum
requirements:

a) A multiagency-coordinated child trafficking response protocol and guidelines for local
implementation that establish clear lines of ongoing responsibility to ensure that child
trafficking victims have access to the necessary continuum of treatment options; and

b) Requires the workgroup to submit the plan to the Legislature, Judicial Council, and
Governor no later than January 30, 2018.

Requires the State Department of Social Services to establish a working group in
consultation with county welfare departments and other stakeholders to develop
recommendations for the board, care, and supervision of child trafficking victims who are in
need of placement in facilities that will protect them from traffickers and provide needed
specialized support and services.

States that the State Department of Social Services, with input from specified stakeholders, to
identify, develop, and disseminate screening tools for use by county child welfare and
probation staff to identify children who are child trafficking victims.

10) Requires the State Department of Social Services, no later than December 31, 2017, to

provide counties with guidance on the use of the screening tools.

11) Specifies that the State Department of Social Services and the State Department of Health

Care Services, in consultation with specified stakeholders, shall identify tools and best
practices to screen, assess, and serve child trafficking victims.

12) Requires the State Department of Social Services to develop curriculum and provide training

to local multidisciplinary teams no later than December 31, 2017.

13) Requires each county to develop an interagency protocol to be utilized in serving child

trafficking victims. The bill would require each county’s protocol to be adopted by the board
of supervisors no later than June 30, 2017. The bill would require the protocols to identify the
roles and responsibilities of county based agencies and local service responders in serving
victims of trafficking or commercial sexual exploitation.

14) States that the administrator certification program for group homes, the administrator

certification program for short-term residential treatment centers, mandatory training for
licensed or certified foster parents, and training for mandated child abuse reporters and child
welfare personnel shall include instruction on cultural competency and sensitivity and related
best practices for providing adequate care to child trafficking victims.
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15) Requires the California Child Welfare Council to provide recommendations and updates to

the State Plan to Serve and Protect Child Trafficking Victims.

EXISTING LAW:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Requires law enforcement agencies to use due diligence to identify all victims of human
trafficking, regardless of the citizenship of the person. (Pen. Code, § 236.2.):

Specifies that when a peace officer comes into contact with a person who has been deprived
of his or her personal liberty, a minor who has engaged in a commercial sex act, a person
suspected of violating specified prostitution offenses, or a victim of a crime of domestic
violence or sexual assault, the peace officer shall consider whether the following indicators
of human trafficking are present (Pen. Code, § 236.2.):

a) Signs of trauma, fatigue, injury, or other evidence of poor care;

b) The person is withdrawn, afraid to talk, or his or her communication is censored by
another person;

¢) The person does not have freedom of movement;

d) The person lives and works in one place;

¢) The person owes a debt to his or her employer;

f) Security measures are used to control who has contact with the person; and

g) The person does not have control over his or her own government-issued identification or
over his or her worker immigration documents.

States that any person who deprives or violates the personal liberty of another with the intent
to obtain forced labor or services, is guilty of human trafficking and shall be punished by
imprisonment in the state prison for 5, 8, or 12 years and a fine of not more than five hundred
thousand dollars ($500,000). (Pen. Code § 236.1, subd. (a).)

Specifies that any person who deprives or violates the personal liberty of another with the
intent to effect or maintain a violation of specified sex offenses, is guilty of human
trafficking and shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for 8, 14, or 20 years
and a fine of not more than five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000). (Pen. Code § 236.1,
subd. (b).)

Provides that any person who causes or persuades, or attempts to cause or persuade, a person
who is a minor to engage in a commercial sex act, with the intent to effect a violation of
specified sex offenses is guilty of human trafficking. A violation of this subdivision is
punishable by imprisonment in the state prison as follows:
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a) Five, 8, or 12 years and a fine of not more than five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000).
(Pen. Code § 236.1, subd. (c)(1).)

a) Fifteen years to life and a fine of not more than five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000)
when the offense involves force, fear, fraud, deceit, coercion, violence, duress, menace,
or threat of unlawful injury to the victim or to another person. (Pen. Code § 236.1, subd.

(©)(2).)

Defines "coercion" as "any scheme, plan, or pattern intended to cause a person to believe that
failure to perform an act would result in serious harm to or physical restraint against any
person,; the abuse or threatened abuse of the legal process; debt bondage; or providing and
facilitating the possession of any controlled substance to a person with the intent to impair
the person's judgment.”" (Pen. Code § 236.1, subd. (h)(1).)

Defines "commercial sex act" as "sexual conduct on account of which anything of value is
given or received by any person." (Pen. Code § 236.1, subd. (h)(2).)

Defines "deprivation or violation of the personal liberty of another" as "substantial and
sustained restriction of another's liberty accomplished through force, fear, fraud, deceit,
coercion, violence, duress, menace, or threat of unlawful injury to the victim or to another
person, under circumstances where the person receiving or apprehending the threat
reasonably believes that it is likely that the person making the threat would carry it out."
(Pen. Code § 236.1, subd. (h)(3).)

Defines "duress" as a "direct or implied threat of force, violence, danger, hardship, or
retribution sufficient to cause a reasonable person to acquiesce in or perform an act which he
or she would otherwise not have submitted to or performed; a direct or implied threat to
destroy, conceal, remove, confiscate, or possess any actual or purported passport or
immigration document of the victim; or knowingly destroying, concealing, removing,
confiscating, or possessing any actual or purported passport or immigration document of the
victim." (Pen. Code § 236.1, subd. (h)(5).)

10) Defines "forced labor or services" as "labor or services that are performed or provided by a

person and are obtained or maintained through force, fraud, duress, or coercion, or equivalent
conduct that would reasonably overbear the will of the person." (Pen. Code § 236.1, subd.

(h)(5).)

11) Specifies that the total circumstances, including the age of the victim, the relationship

between the victim and the trafficker or agents of the trafficker, and any handicap or
disability of the victim, shall be factors to consider in determining the presence of
"deprivation or violation of the personal liberty of another," "duress," and "coercion" as
described in this section. (Pen. Code § 236.1, subd. (i).)

12) States that except as specified, a mandated reporter shall make a report to an agency, as

specified, whenever the mandated reporter, in his or her professional capacity or within the
scope of his or her employment, has knowledge of or observes a child whom the mandated
reporter knows or reasonably suspects has been the victim of child abuse or neglect. (Pen.
Code, § 11166, subd. (a).)
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13) Requires the mandated reporter to make an initial report by telephone to the agency
immediately or as soon as is practicably possible, and shall prepare and send, fax, or
electronically transmit a written follow-up report within 36 hours of receiving the
information concerning the incident. (Pen. Code, § 11166, subd. (a).)

14) Specifies that POST shall implement by January 1, 2007, a course or courses of instruction
for the training of law enforcement officers in California in the handling of human trafficking
complaints and also shall develop guidelines for law enforcement response to human
trafficking. (Pen. Code 13519.14, subd. (a).)

15) States that the instruction and the guidelines shall stress the dynamics and manifestations of
human trafficking, identifying and communicating with victims, providing documentation
that satisfy the Law Enforcement Agency (LEA) endorsement required by federal law,
collaboration with federal law enforcement officials, therapeutically appropriate investigative
techniques, the availability of civil and immigration remedies and community resources, and
protection of the victim. (Pen. Code 13519.14, subd. (a).)

16) Requires every law enforcement officer who is assigned field or investigative duties to
complete a minimum of two hours of training in a course or courses of instruction pertaining
to the handling of human trafficking complaints as described in subdivision (a) by July 1,
2014, or within six months of being assigned to that position, whichever is later. (Pen. Code
13519.14, subd. (e).)

17) Specifies that any peace officer may, without a warrant, take into temporary custody a minor
when the officer has reasonable cause for believing that the minor has an immediate need for
medical care, or the minor is in immediate danger of physical or sexual abuse, or the physical
environment or the fact that the child is left unattended poses an immediate threat to the
child's health or safety, and the minor meets other specified criteria. (Welf. & Inst. Code, §
305.)

18) Specifies that if a child has suffered, or there is a substantial risk that the child will suffer,
serious physical harm or illness, as a result of the failure or inability of his or her parent or
guardian to adequately supervise or protect the child, or the willful or negligent failure of the
child's parent or guardian to adequately supervise or protect the child from the conduct of the
custodian with whom the child has been left, is within the jurisdiction of the juvenile court
and may be found to be a dependent child of the court. (Welf. & Inst. Code, § 300, subd.

(b)(1).)

19) States that a child who is sexually trafficked, as specified, or who receives food or shelter in
exchange for, or who is paid to perform, sexual acts as specified, and whose parent or
guardian failed to, or was unable to, protect the child, is within the jurisdiction of the juvenile
court and may be found to be a dependent child of the court. (Welf. & Inst. Code, § 300,
subd. (b)(2).)

20) Specifies that persons who committed the act or made the omission under threats or menaces
sufficient to show that they had reasonable cause to and did believe their lives would be
endangered if they refused, are not guilty of a crime (unless the crime be punishable with
death). (Pen. Code, § 26.)
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FISCAL EFFECT: Unknown

COMMENTS:

1) Author's Statement: According to the author, “Child victims of human trafficking are

2)

3)

forced, induced, or coerced into providing labor services, or sex. A trafficked child may be
compelled to engage in illegal activities such as prostitution or selling drugs. Instead of being
identified as trafficked and treated as victims, many are treated as criminals and prosecuted
for the very crimes that were part of the traffickers’ victimization and profit.

"Currently in California, a minor can be prosecuted for prostitution and for non-violent
crimes their traffickers forced them to commit. Arrest and prosecution further traumatizes the
victim and leaves him or her with a profound distrust of law enforcement. This can deter
victims from seeking assistance or leave them vulnerable to continued exploitation.
Furthermore, the criminal record that results from being arrested and prosecuted as a child
can create long-term barriers to education, employment, housing, and other opportunities.

"AB 1760 is necessary in order to protect trafficked child victims from being criminalized
and to ensure there is a system in place that effectively identifies, houses, and cares for all
trafficked children. This measure will reduce a trafficked child victims’ distrust of law
enforcement, establish multi-leveled coordinated efforts, ensure diversion to supportive
services, and prevent the negative psychological impacts child trafficked victims have due to
arrest and detention.”

Peace Officers are Already Mandated Reporters of Child Abuse or Neglect: The
California Child Abuse Neglect Reporting Act (CANRA) requires mandatory reporting when
certain individuals suspect that a child has been abused or neglected. Law enforcement
officers are one of the groups which have mandatory reporting responsibilities.

A mandated reporter must make a report whenever, in his/her professional capacity or within
the scope of his/her employment, he/she has knowledge of, or observes a child (a person
under 18) whom the mandated reporter knows or reasonably suspects has been the victim of
child abuse or neglect. Abuse includes the sexual exploitation of a child.

When law enforcement suspects abuse or neglect they inform child protective services and
the district attorney’s office of the suspected abuse.

The Existing Legal Defenses of Duress and Necessity Can Apply to Victims of Human
Trafficking Forced to Commit Crimes: California law provides the possibility of defenses
based on duress or necessity when a person commits a crime to avoid a significant danger to
themselves or others. These defenses certainly can apply to situations in which victims of
human trafficking are forced into criminal behavior by their trafficker. Circumstances
consistent with a defense of duress or necessity can be considered by a district attorney’s
office when they decide what criminal charges to file, or whether charges will be filed at all.
If charges are filed, evidence to establish these defenses can be presented as part of the court
process.
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The instruction the jury would receive when considering the defense of duress is as follows:

The defendant acted under duress if, because of threat or menace, (he/she) believed that
(his/her/ [or] someone else's) life would be in immediate danger if (he/she) refused a
demand or request to commit the crime[s]. The demand or request may have been express
or implied.

The defendant's belief that (his/her/ [or] someone else's) life was in immediate danger
must have been reasonable. When deciding whether the defendant's belief was
reasonable, consider all the circumstances as they were known to and appeared to the
defendant and consider what a reasonable person in the same position as the defendant
would have believed. (Calcrim 3402.)

A defense of necessity is similar to duress.

To justify an instruction on the defense of necessity, a defendant must present evidence
sufficient to establish that she violated the law (1) to prevent a significant bodily harm or
evil to themselves or someone else, (2) with no reasonable legal alternative, (3) without
creating a greater danger than the one avoided, (4) with a good faith belief that the
criminal act was necessary to prevent the greater harm, (5) with such belief being
objectively reasonable, and (6) under circumstances in which she did not substantially
contribute to the emergency. (Calcrim 3403.)

4) As Proposed to be Amended in Committee: The proposed amendments:

a)

b)

Delete language which prohibits the arrest or prosecution of minors engaged in
prostitution related offenses.

Delete language which requires a peace officer to determine whether a suspect of a crime
is a minor who has engaged in a commercial sex act or is a minor who is a human
trafficking victim, and whether any nonviolent crime that person is suspected of was
committed as a direct result of being trafficked.

Delete language which provides immunity from prosecution for non-violent offenses
determined by a peace officer to be directly related to being a victim of human
trafficking.

Delete language which requires any record of an arrest previously made to be sealed and
destroyed if an officer makes the specified factual determination.

Add language which requires a peace officer coming in contact with a person suspected
to be a victim of human trafficking to make best efforts to determine whether the person
is a minor who is a human trafficking victim.

Add language which allows the officer to seek the assistance of human trafficking
experts within or affiliated with the law enforcement agency, and Non-Governmental
Organizations with specialized training and experience in human trafficking, to make a
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determination whether a person is minor who is a human trafficking victim.

g) Add language which specifies that if the peace officer determines that the person is a
minor who is a human trafficking victim and the officer has probable cause to believe
that the minor has committed other crimes as a direct result of being a human trafficking
victim, the peace officer shall make a record of those determinations and provide the
district attorney of the county with such record for independent evaluation.

h) Add language which states that unless the minor is otherwise arrested, upon making the
determination that the minor is a victim of human trafficking the peace officer shall:

1) report suspected abuse or neglect of that minor to the agency given responsibility for
investigation of cases of neglect and abuse; and

1i) consult with the child welfare worker regarding safe placement for the minor which
will separate the minor from the trafficker and from being trafficked and transport the
minor to that placement.

i) Add language which allows an officer to take a minor into temporary protective custody
upon a reasonable belief that specified conditions are met, including that custody is
necessary to protect the minor from a person found or suspected to have committed
human trafficking.

j) Make technical, non-substantive changes.

Argument in Support: According to The California Public Defenders Association,
“Commercial sexual exploitation and sex trafficking of minors should be understood as acts
of abuse and violence against minors. Minors who are commercially sexually exploited or
trafficked for sexual purposes should not be considered criminals. Identification of victims
and survivors and any intervention, above all, should do no further harm to any child or
adolescent. There is substantial and compelling evidence that commercial exploitation and
sex trafficking of minors in the United States are serious problems with immediate and long-
term adverse consequences for children and adolescents, as well as for families,
communities, and society as a whole. Efforts to identify and respond to the commercial
sexual exploitation and sex trafficking of minors in the United States are emerging, but
efforts to date are largely under supported, insufficient, uncoordinated, and unevaluated.
Efforts to prevent, identify, and respond to commercial sexual exploitation and sex
trafficking of minors require collaborative approaches that build upon the core capabilities of
people and entities from a range of sectors.

“Law enforcement officers are often the earliest to respond to minors that are the victims of
commercial sexual exploitation and sex trafficking. Their knowledge and ability to identify
victims, investigate cases for appropriate treatment/services, and make appropriate
referrals/recommendations to the court is crucial to the development of an overall response to
commercial sexual exploitation and sex trafficking of minors at the earliest opportunity. That
said, many law enforcement personnel do not recognize commercial sexual exploitation and
sex trafficking of minors as serious problems. As a result, they may fail to identify victims
of these crimes and may be uncertain about how to handle these cases.



6)

AB 1760
Page 9

“Recently the Committee on The Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Sex Trafficking of
Minors in the United States (Committee), Institute of Medicine and National Research
Council issued a report with The National Academies Press entitled Confronting Commercial
Sexual Exploitation and Sex Trafficking of Minors in the United States, found that “Although
efforts to train personnel within the legal system to address human trafficking have increased,
the majority of personnel in the system have not been trained to recognize and respond to
suspected or confirmed cases of commercial sexual exploitation and sex trafficking of
minors.” The Committee further observed that “Juvenile justice personnel need training in
identifying victims of trafficking who are in the system on charges unrelated to prostitution
through intake screenings, runaway and homeless programs, and programming in juvenile
detention centers.” Recommendations by the Committee included the establishment of
diversion programs so that youth identified as victims of commercial sexual exploitation and
sex trafficking receive treatment as part of their rehabilitation or in lieu of punishment; and
that juvenile justice agency personnel should refer youth identified as victims of commercial
sexual exploitation and sex trafficking to appropriate treatment services. The Committee
further recommended that states should develop laws and policies that redirect young victims
and survivors of commercial sexual exploitation and sex trafficking from arrest and
prosecution as criminals or adjudication as delinquents to systems, agencies and services that
are equipped to meet their needs and that such laws should apply to all children and
adolescents under age 18.

“It has also been recognized that many victim and support service providers working with
vulnerable youth lack an understanding of commercial sexual exploitation and sex
trafficking, and therefore may not recognize youth in their care who are at risk of or are
victims/survivors of these abuses. As a result, these service providers sometime fail to
connect youth in need to appropriate and timely services. The Committee further
acknowledged that victims and survivors of commercial sexual exploitation and sex
trafficking are frequently in need of services, often including out-of-home placement, which
are limited and often nonexistent. This bill would assist in insuring that law enforcement
offices, other stakeholders, and providers receive the appropriate training to better assist the
victims of commercial sexual exploitation and sex trafficking and where necessary the
appropriate treatment and services for the care and treatment of exploited children. This bill
would further provide for a consistent and appropriate legal response to victims and survivors
of commercial sexual exploitation and sex trafficking.”

Argument in Opposition: According to The California State Sheriffs’ Association, “We are
sympathetic to the plight of crime victims, especially minor victims of human trafficking.
That said, this bill’s response to horrific situation is to inappropriately blend the roles of
members of the criminal justice system, potentially allow criminals to escape liability, and
inadvertently encourage human traffickers to use minors in their illicit trade.

“It is not the role of a frontline law enforcement officer to make a determination that a person
is actually the victim of a crime. Rather, officers gather facts and investigate crime scenes to
form reasonable beliefs about what might have transpired. It is the duty of the prosecutor to
allege liability and victim status, and perhaps confer immunity to certain parties. This bill
jumbles that relationship and requires peace officers to effectively determine whether or not
certain persons are criminally liable for their behavior. The bill further usurps the roles of
judges and juries who ultimately determine culpability and punishment.
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“We also fear that this bill, inasmuch as it automatically grants immunity to a minor who has
committed any offense that is not a violent felony if it results from human trafficking, will
allow offenders to escape punishment. Again, this decision should be made by the judicial
system and not frontline law enforcement officers. Additionally, given the immunity
provisions this bill creates, we believe that human traffickers would be encouraged to utilize
minors in their illegal activities because minors are effectively precluded from being arrested,
charged, or penalized.”

Related Legislation:

a) AB 1675 (Stone) would provide that a minor who commits the crimes of solicitation,
prostitution, or loitering with the intent to commit prostitution, is subject to the
jurisdiction of the juvenile dependency court rather than delinquency court. AB 1675 is
pending in the Assembly Judiciary Committee.

b) AB 1731 (Atkins), authorizes the chief probation officer of a county to create a program
to provide services to youth within the county that address the need for services relating
to the commercial sexual exploitation of youth. AB 1731 is pending hearing in the
Assembly Appropriations Committee.

¢) AB 1761 (Weber), would create an affirmative defense against a charge of a nonviolent
crime that was committed as a direct result of being a human trafficking victim. AB
1761 is being heard in this committee today.

d) AB 1762 (Campos), would allow an individual convicted of a nonviolent crime while he
or she was human trafficking victim to apply to the court to vacate the conviction at any
time after it was entered. AB 1762 is pending hearing in the Assembly Appropriations
Commiittee.

e) SB 1322 (Mitchell), would decriminalize specified prostitution related offenses
committed by person under 18, but would authorize a peace officer to take a minor into
temporary custody. SB 1322 is pending hearing in Senate Public Safety Committee.

Prior Legislation:

a) AB 1585 (Alejo), Chapter 708, Statutes of 2014, provides that a defendant who has been
convicted of solicitation or prostitution may petition the court to set aside the conviction
if the defendant can establish by clear and convincing evidence that the conviction was
the result of his or her status as a victim of human trafficking.

b) AB 2040 (Swanson), Chapter 197, Statutes of 2012, provides that a person who was
adjudicated a ward of the court for the commission of a violation of specified provisions
prohibiting prostitution may petition a court to have his or her records sealed as these
records pertain to the prostitution offenses without showing that he or she has not been
subsequently convicted of a felony or misdemeanor involving moral turpitude, or that
rehabilitation has been attained.

¢) AB 1940 (Hill), of the 2011-12 Legislative Session, would have authorized a court to seal
a record of conviction for prostitution based on a finding that the petitioner is a victim of
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human trafficking, that the offense is the result of the petitioner's status as a victim of that
crime, and that the petitioner is therefore factually innocent. AB 1940 was held on the
Assembly Committee on Appropriations' Suspense File.

d) AB 702 (Swanson), of the 2011-12 Legislative Session, would have allowed a person
adjudicated a ward of the court or a person convicted of prostitution to have his or her
record sealed or conviction expunged without showing that he or she has not been
subsequently convicted or that he or she has been rehabilitated. AB 702 was never heard
by this Committee and was returned to the Chief Clerk.

e) AB 22 (Lieber), Chapter 240, Statutes of 2005, created the California Trafficking Victims
Protection Act, which established civil and criminal penalties for human trafficking and
allowed for forfeiture of assets derived from human trafficking. In addition, the Act
required law enforcement agencies to provide Law Enforcement Agency Endorsement to
trafficking victims, providing trafficking victims with protection from deportation and
created the human trafficking task force.

REGISTERED SUPPORT / OPPOSITION:
Support

Coalition to Abolish Slavery & Trafficking (Sponsor)
ACT for Women and Girls

American Academy of Pediatrics

American Association of University Women Long Beach
California Church IMPACT

California Public Defenders Association

California Women’s Law Center

CAST Survivor Advisory Caucus

California Public Defenders Association

Clergy and Laity United for Economic Justice

Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights of Los Angeles
Department on the Status of Women, City and County of San Francisco
Housing California

Jewish Public Affairs Committee of California

Legal Services for Prisoners with Children

Los Angeles Alliance for a New Economy

Opening Doors

National Association of Social Workers, California Chapter
National Council of Jewish Women CA

Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism

Shared Hope International

Opposition
California State Sheriffs’ Association

Office of the District Attorney, Alameda County
Sacramento County District Attorney
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Submitted by: David Billingsley, Assembly Public Safety Committee

Co-Authors: Christina Garcia and Brian Maienschein

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1. Section 1522.41 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read:

1522.41. (a) (1) The department, in consultation and collaboration with county placement
officials, group home provider organizations, the Director of Health Care Services, and the
Director of Developmental Services, shall develop and establish an administrator certification
training program to ensure that administrators of group home facilities have appropriate training
to provide the care and services for which a license or certificate is issued.

(2) The department shall develop and establish an administrator certification training program to
ensure that administrators of short-term residential treatment center facilities have appropriate
training to provide the care and services for which a license or certificate is issued.

(b) (1) In addition to any other requirements or qualifications required by the department, an
administrator of a group home or short-term residential treatment center shall successfully
complete a specified department-approved training certification program, pursuant to subdivision
(c), prior to employment.

(2) In those cases when the individual is both the licensee and the administrator of a facility, the
individual shall comply with all of the licensee and administrator requirements of this section.

(3) Failure to comply with this section shall constitute cause for revocation of the license of the
facility.

(4) The licensee shall notify the department within 10 days of any change in administrators.

(c) (1) The administrator certification programs for group homes shall require a minimum of 40
hours of classroom instruction that provides training on a uniform core of knowledge in each of
the following areas:

(A) Laws, regulations, and policies and procedural standards that impact the operations of the
type of facility for which the applicant will be an administrator.
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(B) Business operations.
(C) Management and supervision of staff.

(D) Psychosocial and educational needs of the facility residents, including, but not limited to, the
information described in subdivision (d) of Section 16501.4 of the Welfare and Institutions
Code.

(E) Community and support services.
(F) Physical needs of facility residents.

(G) Assistance with self-administration, storage, misuse, and interaction of medication used by
facility residents.

(H) Resident admission, retention, and assessment procedures, including the right of a foster
child to have fair and equal access to all available services, placement, care, treatment, and
benefits, and to not be subjected to discrimination or harassment on the basis of actual or
perceived race, ethnic group identification, ancestry, national origin, color, religion, sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity, mental or physical disability, or HIV status.

(I) Instruction on cultural competency and sensitivity and related best practices for providing
adequate care for children across diverse ethnic and racial backgrounds, as well as children
identifying as lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender.

(J) Instruction on cultural competency and sensitivity and related best practices for providing
adequate care to child trafficking victims.

(K) Nonviolent emergency intervention and reporting requirements.

(L) Basic instruction on the existing laws and procedures regarding the safety of foster youth at
school and the ensuring of a harassment- and violence-free school environment contained in
Article 3.6 (commencing with Section 32228) of Chapter 2 of Part 19 of Division 1 of Title 1 of
the Education Code.

(2) The administrator certification programs for short-term residential treatment centers shall
require a minimum of 40 hours of classroom instruction that provides training on a uniform core
of knowledge in each of the following areas:

(A) Laws, regulations, and policies and procedural standards that impact the operations of the
type of facility for which the applicant will be an administrator.

(B) Business operations and management and supervision of staff, including staff training.
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(C) Physical and psychosocial needs of the children, including behavior management, de-
escalation techniques, and trauma informed crisis management planning.

(D) Permanence, well-being, and educational needs of the children.

(E) Community and support services, including accessing local behavioral and mental health
supports and interventions, substance use disorder treatments, and culturally relevant services, as
appropriate.

(F) Understanding the requirements and best practices regarding psychotropic medications,
including, but not limited to, court authorization, uses, benefits, side effects, interactions,
assistance with self-administration, misuse, documentation, storage, and metabolic monitoring of
children prescribed psychotropic medications.

(G) Admission, retention, and assessment procedures, including the right of a foster child to have
fair and equal access to all available services, placement, care, treatment, and benefits, and to not
be subjected to discrimination or harassment on the basis of actual or perceived race, ethnic
group identification, ancestry, national origin, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender
identity, mental or physical disability, or HIV status.

(H) The federal Indian Child Welfare Act (25 U.S.C Sec. 1901 et seq.), its historical
significance, the rights of children covered by the act, and the best interests of Indian children as
including culturally appropriate, child-centered practices that respect Native American history,
culture, retention of tribal membership, and connection to the tribal community and traditions.

(D) Instruction on cultural competency and sensitivity and related best practices for providing
adequate care for children across diverse ethnic and racial backgrounds, as well as children
identifying as lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender.

(J) Instruction on cultural competency and sensitivity and related best practices for providing
adequate care to child trafficking victims.

(K) Nonviolent emergency intervention and reporting requirements.

(L) Basic instruction on the existing laws and procedures regarding the safety of foster youth at
school and the ensuring of a harassment- and violence-free school environment contained in
Article 3.6 (commencing with Section 32228) of Chapter 2 of Part 19 of Division 1 of Title 1 of
the Education Code.

(d) Administrators who possess a valid group home license, issued by the department, are
exempt from completing an approved initial certification training program and taking a written
test, provided the individual completes 12 hours of classroom instruction in the following
uniform core of knowledge areas:
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(1) Laws, regulations, and policies and procedural standards that impact the operations of a
short-term residential treatment center.

(2) (A) Authorization, uses, benefits, side effects, interactions, assistance with self-
administration, misuse, documentation, and storage of medications.

(B) Metabolic monitoring of children prescribed psychotropic medications.

(3) Admission, retention, and assessment procedures, including the right of a foster child to have
fair and equal access to all available services, placement, care, treatment, and benefits, and to not
be subjected to discrimination or harassment on the basis of actual or perceived race, ethnic
group identification, ancestry, national origin, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender
identity, mental or physical disability, or HIV status.

(4) The federal Indian Child Welfare Act (25 U.S.C. Sec. 1901 et seq.), its historical
significance, the rights of children covered by the act, and the best interests of Indian children as
including culturally appropriate, child-centered practices that respect Native American history,
culture, retention of tribal membership, and connection to the tribal community and traditions.

(5) Instruction on cultural competency and sensitivity and related best practices for providing
adequate care for children across diverse ethnic and racial backgrounds, as well as children
identifying as lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender.

(6) Instruction on cultural competency and sensitivity and related best practices for providing
adequate care to child trafficking victims.

(7) Physical and psychosocial needs of children, including behavior management, deescalation
techniques, and trauma informed crisis management planning.

(e) Individuals applying for administrator certification under this section shall successfully
complete an approved administrator certification training program, pass a written test
administered by the department within 60 days of completing the program, and submit to the
department the documentation required by subdivision (f) within 30 days after being notified of
having passed the test. The department may extend these time deadlines for good cause. The
department shall notify the applicant of his or her test results within 30 days of administering the
test.

(f) The department shall not begin the process of issuing a certificate until receipt of all of the
following:

(1) A certificate of completion of the administrator training required pursuant to this chapter.

(2) The fee required for issuance of the certificate. A fee of one hundred dollars ($100) shall be
charged by the department to cover the costs of processing the application for certification.
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(3) Documentation from the applicant that he or she has passed the written test.

(4) Submission of fingerprints pursuant to Section 1522. The department may waive the
submission for those persons who have a current clearance on file.

(5) That person is at least 21 years of age.

(g) It shall be unlawful for any person not certified under this section to hold himself or herself
out as a certified administrator of a group home or short-term residential treatment center. Any
person willfully making any false representation as being a certified administrator or facility
manager is guilty of a misdemeanor.

(h) (1) Certificates issued under this section shall be renewed every two years and renewal shall
be conditional upon the certificate holder submitting documentation of completion of 40 hours of
continuing education related to the core of knowledge specified in subdivision (c). No more than
one-half of the required 40 hours of continuing education necessary to renew the certificate may
be satisfied through online courses. All other continuing education hours shall be completed in a
classroom setting. For purposes of this section, an individual who is a group home or short-term
residential treatment center administrator and who is required to complete the continuing
education hours required by the regulations of the State Department of Developmental Services,
and approved by the regional center, may have up to 24 of the required continuing education
course hours credited toward the 40-hour continuing education requirement of this section. The
department shall accept for certification, community college course hours approved by the
regional centers.

(2) Every administrator of a group home or short-term residential treatment center shall complete
the continuing education requirements of this subdivision.

(3) Certificates issued under this section shall expire every two years on the anniversary date of
the initial issuance of the certificate, except that any administrator receiving his or her initial
certification on or after July 1, 1999, shall make an irrevocable election to have his or her
recertification date for any subsequent recertification either on the date two years from the date
of issuance of the certificate or on the individual’s birthday during the second calendar year
following certification. The department shall send a renewal notice to the certificate holder 90
days prior to the expiration date of the certificate. If the certificate is not renewed prior to its
expiration date, reinstatement shall only be permitted after the certificate holder has paid a
delinquency fee equal to three times the renewal fee and has provided evidence of completion of
the continuing education required.

(4) To renew a certificate, the certificate holder shall, on or before the certificate expiration date,
request renewal by submitting to the department documentation of completion of the required
continuing education courses and pay the renewal fee of one hundred dollars ($100), irrespective
of receipt of the department’s notification of the renewal. A renewal request postmarked on or
before the expiration of the certificate shall be proof of compliance with this paragraph.
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(5) A suspended or revoked certificate shall be subject to expiration as provided for in this
section. If reinstatement of the certificate is approved by the department, the certificate holder, as
a condition precedent to reinstatement, shall submit proof of compliance with paragraphs ( 1) and
(2) of this subdivision, and shall pay a fee in an amount equal to the renewal fee, plus the
delinquency fee, if any, accrued at the time of its revocation or suspension. Delinquency fees, if
any, accrued subsequent to the time of its revocation or suspension and prior to an order for
reinstatement, shall be waived for a period of 12 months to allow the individual sufficient time to
complete the required continuing education units and to submit the required documentation.
Individuals whose certificates will expire within 90 days after the order for reinstatement may be
granted a three-month extension to renew their certificates during which time the delinquency
fees shall not accrue.

(6) A certificate that is not renewed within four years after its expiration shall not be renewed,
restored, reissued, or reinstated except upon completion of a certification training program,
passing any test that may be required of an applicant for a new certificate at that time, and paying
the appropriate fees provided for in this section.

(7) A fee of twenty-five dollars ($25) shall be charged for the reissuance of a lost certificate.

(8) A certificate holder shall inform the department of his or her employment status and change
of mailing address within 30 days of any change.

(i) Unless otherwise ordered by the department, the certificate shall be considered forfeited under
either of the following conditions:

(1) The department has revoked any license held by the administrator after the department issued
the certificate.

(2) The department has issued an exclusion order against the administrator pursuant to Section
1558, 1568.092, 1569.58, or 1596.8897, after the department issued the certificate, and the
administrator did not appeal the exclusion order or, after the appeal, the department issued a
decision and order that upheld the exclusion order.

() (1) The department, in consultation and collaboration with county placement officials,
provider organizations, the State Department of Health Care Services, and the State Department
of Developmental Services, shall establish, by regulation, the program content, the testing
instrument, the process for approving administrator certification training programs, and criteria
to be used in authorizing individuals, organizations, or educational institutions to conduct
certification training programs and continuing education courses. The department may also grant
continuing education hours for continuing courses offered by accredited educational institutions
that are consistent with the requirements in this section. The department may deny vendor
approval to any agency or person in any of the following circumstances:
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(A) The applicant has not provided the department with evidence satisfactory to the department
of the ability of the applicant to satisfy the requirements of vendorization set out in the
regulations adopted by the department.

(B) The applicant person or agency has a conflict of interest in that the person or agency places
its clients in group homes or short-term residential treatment centers.

(C) The applicant public or private agency has a conflict of interest in that the agency is
mandated to place clients in group homes or short-term residential treatment centers and to pay
directly for the services. The department may deny vendorization to this type of agency only as
long as there are other vendor programs available to conduct the certification training programs
and conduct education courses.

(2) The department may authorize vendors to conduct the administrator’s certification training
program pursuant to this section. The department shall conduct the written test pursuant to
regulations adopted by the department.

(3) The department shall prepare and maintain an updated list of approved training vendors.

(4) The department may inspect administrator certification training programs and continuing
education courses, including online courses, at no charge to the department, to determine if
content and teaching methods comply with regulations. If the department determines that any
vendor is not complying with the requirements of this section, the department shall take
appropriate action to bring the program into compliance, which may include removing the
vendor from the approved list.

(5) The department shall establish reasonable procedures and timeframes not to exceed 30 days
for the approval of vendor training programs.

(6) The department may charge a reasonable fee, not to exceed one hundred fifty dollars ($150)
every two years, to certification program vendors for review and approval of the initial 40-hour
training program pursuant to subdivision (c). The department may also charge the vendor a fee,
not to exceed one hundred dollars ($100) every two years, for the review and approval of the
continuing education courses needed for recertification pursuant to this subdivision.

(7) (A) A vendor of online programs for continuing education shall ensure that each online
course contains all of the following:

(i) An interactive portion in which the participant receives feedback, through online
communication, based on input from the participant.

(i1) Required use of a personal identification number or personal identification information to
confirm the identity of the participant.
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(iii) A final screen displaying a printable statement, to be signed by the participant, certifying
that the identified participant completed the course. The vendor shall obtain a copy of the final
screen statement with the original signature of the participant prior to the issuance of a certificate
of completion. The signed statement of completion shall be maintained by the vendor for a
period of three years and be available to the department upon demand. Any person who certifies
as true any material matter pursuant to this clause that he or she knows to be false is guilty of a
misdemeanor.

(B) Nothing in this subdivision shall prohibit the department from approving online programs for
continuing education that do not meet the requirements of subparagraph (A) if the vendor
demonstrates to the department’s satisfaction that, through advanced technology, the course and
the course delivery meet the requirements of this section.

(k) The department shall establish a registry for holders of certificates that shall include, at a
minimum, information on employment status and criminal record clearance.

(I) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, vendors approved by the department who
exclusively provide either initial or continuing education courses for certification of
administrators of a group home or short-term residential treatment center as defined by
regulations of the department, an adult residential facility as defined by regulations of the
department, or a residential care facility for the elderly as defined in subdivision (k) of Section
1569.2, shall be regulated solely by the department pursuant to this chapter. No other state or
local governmental entity shall be responsible for regulating the activity of those vendors.

SEC. 2. Section 1529.2 of the Health and Safety Code, as added by Chapter 773 of the Statutes
of 2015, is amended to read:

1529.2. (a) It is the intent of the Legislature that all foster parents have the necessary knowledge,
skills, and abilities to support the safety, permanency, and well-being of children in foster care.
Initial and ongoing preparation and training of foster parents should support the foster parent’s
role in parenting vulnerable children, youth, and young adults, including supporting the
children’s connection with their families. Their training should be ongoing in order to provide
foster parents with information on new practices and requirements and other helpful topics
within the child welfare and probation systems and may be offered in a classroom setting, online,
or individually.

(b) A licensed or certified foster parent shall complete a minimum of eight training hours
annually, a portion of which shall be from one or more of the following topics, as prescribed by
the department, pursuant to subdivision (a):

(1) Age-appropriate child and adolescent development.

(2) Health issues in foster care, including, but not limited to, the authorization, uses, risks,
benefits, assistance with self-administration, oversight, and monitoring of psychotropic or other
medications, and trauma, mental health, and substance use disorder treatments for children in
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foster care under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court, including how to access those treatments.
Health issues in foster care, including, but not limited to, the authorization, uses, risks, benefits,
assistance with self-administration, oversight, and monitoring of psychotropic or other
medications, and trauma, mental health, and substance use disorder treatments for children in
foster care under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court, including how to access those treatments,
as the information is also described in subdivision (d) of Section 16501.4 of the Welfare and
Institutions Code.

(3) Positive discipline and the importance of self-esteem.
(4) Preparation of children and youth for a successful transition to adulthood.

(5) The right of a foster child to have fair and equal access to all available services, placement,
care, treatment, and benefits, and to not be subjected to discrimination or harassment on the basis
of actual or perceived race, ethnic group identification, ancestry, national origin, color, religion,
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, mental or physical disability, or HIV status.

(6) Instruction on cultural competency and sensitivity and related best practices for providing
adequate care for children across diverse ethnic and racial backgrounds, as well as children
identifying as lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender.

(7) Instruction on cultural competency and sensitivity and related best practices for providing
adequate care to child trafficking victims.

(c) In addition to any training required by this section, a foster parent may be required to receive
specialized training, as relevant, for the purpose of preparing the foster parent to meet the needs
of a particular child in care. This training may include, but is not limited to, the following:

(1) Understanding how to use best practices for providing care and supervision to commercially
sexually exploited children.

(2) Understanding cultural needs of children, including, but not limited to, cultural competency
and sensitivity and related best practices for providing adequate care to children across diverse
ethnic and racial backgrounds, as well as children identifying as lesbian, gay, bisexual, or
transgender.

(3) Understanding the requirements and best practices regarding psychotropic medications,
including, but not limited to, court authorization, benefits, uses, side effects, interactions,
assistance with self-administration, misuse, documentation, storage, and metabolic monitoring of
children prescribed psychotropic medications.

(4) Understanding the federal Indian Child Welfare Act (25 U.S.C. Sec. 1901 et seq.), its
historical significance, the rights of children covered by the act, and the best interests of Indian
children, including the role of the caregiver in supporting culturally appropriate, child-centered
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practices that respect Native American history, culture, retention of tribal membership and
connection to the tribal community and traditions.

(5) Understanding how to use best practices for providing care and supervision to nonminor
dependents.

(6) Understanding how to use best practices for providing care and supervision to children with
special health care needs.

(d) No child shall be placed with a foster parent unless each foster parent in the home meets the
requirements of this section.

(e) (1) Upon the request of the licensed or certified foster parent for a hardship waiver from the
annual training requirement or a request for an extension of the deadline, the county may, at its
option, on a case-by-case basis, waive the training requirement or extend any established
deadline for a period not to exceed one year, if the training requirement presents a severe and
unavoidable obstacle to continuing as a foster parent.

(2) Obstacles for which a county may grant a hardship waiver or extension are:

(A) Lack of access to training due to the cost or travel required or lack of child care to participate
in the training, when online resources are not available.

(B) Family emergency.

(3) Before a waiver or extension may be granted, the licensed or certified foster parent should
explore the opportunity of receiving training online or by video or written materials.

(f) (1) Foster parent training may be obtained through sources that include, but are not
necessarily limited to, community colleges, counties, hospitals, foster parent associations, the
California State Foster Parent Association’s conference, online resources, adult schools, and
certified foster parent instructors.

(2) In addition to the foster parent training provided by community colleges, foster family
agencies shall provide a program of training for their certified foster families.

(2) (1) Training certificates shall be submitted to the appropriate licensing or foster family
agency.

(2) Upon completion, a licensed or certified parent shall submit a certificate of completion for
the annual training requirements.

(h) Nothing in this section shall preclude a county or a foster family agency from requiring foster
parent training in excess of the requirements in this section.
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(i) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2017.

(j) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2019, and as of that date is repealed,
unless a later enacted statute, that is enacted before January 1, 2019, deletes or extends that date.

SEC. 3. Section 236.1 of the Penal Code is amended to read:

236.1. (a) A person who deprives or violates the personal liberty of another with the intent to
obtain forced labor or services, is guilty of human trafficking and shall be punished by
imprisonment in the state prison for 5, 8, or 12 years and a fine of not more than five hundred
thousand dollars ($500,000).

(b) A person who deprives or violates the personal liberty of another with the intent to effect or
maintain a violation of Section 266, 266h, 2661, 266j, 267, 311.1, 311.2, 311.3, 311.4, 311.5,
311.6, or 518 is guilty of human trafficking and shall be punished by imprisonment in the state
prison for 8, 14, or 20 years and a fine of not more than five hundred thousand dollars
($500,000).

(c) A person who causes, induces, or persuades, or attempts to cause, induce, or persuade, a
person who is a minor at the time of commission of the offense to engage in a commercial sex
act, with the intent to effect or maintain a violation of Section 266, 266h, 2661, 266j, 267, 311.1,
311.2, 311.3, 311.4, 311.5, 311.6, or 518 is guilty of human trafficking. A violation of this
subdivision is punishable by imprisonment in the state prison as follows:

(1) Five, 8, or 12 years and a fine of not more than five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000).

(2) Fifteen years to life and a fine of not more than five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000)
when the offense involves force, fear, fraud, deceit, coercion, violence, duress, menace, or threat
of unlawful injury to the victim or to another person.

(d) In determining whether a minor was caused, induced, or persuaded to engage in a
commercial sex act, the totality of the circumstances, including the age of the victim, his or her
relationship to the trafficker or agents of the trafficker, and any handicap or disability of the
victim, shall be considered.

(e) Consent by a victim of human trafficking who is a minor at the time of the commission of the
offense is not a defense to a criminal prosecution under this section.

(f) Mistake of fact as to the age of a victim of human trafficking who is a minor at the time of the
commission of the offense is not a defense to a criminal prosecution under this section.

(2) The Legislature finds that the definition of human trafficking in this section is equivalent to
the federal definition of a severe form of trafficking found in Section 7102(9) of Title 22 of the
United States Code.
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(h) For purposes of this chapter, the following definitions apply:

(1) “Coercion” includes -a scheme, plan, or pattern intended to cause a person to believe that
failure to perform an act would result in serious harm to or physical restraint against any person;
the abuse or threatened abuse of the legal process; debt bondage; or providing and facilitating the
possession of a controlled substance to a person with the intent to impair the person’s judgment.

(2) “Commercial sex act” means sexual conduct on account of which anything of value is given
or received by a person.

(3) “Deprivation or violation of the personal liberty of anothér” includes substantial and
sustained restriction of another’s liberty accomplished through force, fear, fraud, deceit,
coercion, violence, duress, menace, or threat of unlawful injury to the victim or to another
person, under circumstances where the person receiving or apprehending the threat reasonably
believes that it is likely that the person making the threat would carry it out.

(4) “Duress” includes a direct or implied threat of force, violence, danger, hardship, or
retribution sufficient to cause a reasonable person to acquiesce in or perform an act which he or
she would otherwise not have submitted to or performed; a direct or implied threat to destroy,
conceal, remove, confiscate, or possess an actual or purported passport or immigration document
of the victim; or knowingly destroying, concealing, removing, confiscating, or possessing an
actual or purported passport or immigration document of the victim.

(5) “Forced labor or services” means labor or services that are performed or provided by a person
and are obtained or maintained through force, fraud, duress, or coercion, or equivalent conduct
that would reasonably overbear the will of the person.

(6) “Great bodily injury” means a significant or substantial physical injury.

(7) “Human trafficking victim” means a person who is a victim of any of the acts described in
subdivisions (a), (b) or (c).

(8) “Minor” means a person less than 18 years of age.

(9) “Serious harm” includes any harm, whether physical or nonphysical, including psychological,
financial, or reputational harm, that is sufficiently serious, under all the surrounding
circumstances, to compel a reasonable person of the same background and in the same
circumstances to perform or to continue performing labor, services, or commercial sexual acts in
order to avoid incurring that harm.
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(1) The total circumstances, including the age of the victim, the relationship between the victim
and the trafficker or agents of the trafficker, and any handicap or disability of the victim, shall be
factors to consider in determining the presence of “deprivation or violation of the personal liberty
of another,” “duress,” and “coercion” as described in this section.

SEC. 4. Section 236.21 is added to the Penal Code, to read:

236.21. (a) (1) A peace officer coming in contact with a person described in Section 236.2 shall
make best efforts to determine whether the person meets—either-of-thefollowingeriteria: is a
minor who is a human trafficking victim _as defined in_paragraph (7) of subdivision (h) of
Section 236.1 and if necessary, may seek the assistance of human trafficking experts within or
affiliated with _the law enforcement agency, and Non-Governmental Organizations with
specialized training and experience in_human trafficking, to make such determination.

(2) If the peace officer determines that the person is a minor who is a human trafficking victim as

defined in paragraph (7) of subdivision (h) of Section 236.1 pursuantto-subparagraph(B)-of

paragraph(1); and the officer has probable cause to believe that the minor has also committed
other crimes as a _direct result of being a human trafficking victim, the peace officer shall
make a record of those determinations and provide the district atiorney of the county with
such record for independent evaluation. This subsection does not apply if the peace officer
has probable cause to believe the minor committed a crime that was not directly related to

bemg a human traff ckmg vzcttm the-peaceotficer shall additionally—determine-whetherany

(b) Unless the minor is otherwise arrested, Immediately upon making either-of the
determinations specified in subdivision (a)(1), the peace officer shall report suspected abuse or
neglect of that minor to the agency given responsibility for investigation of cases under Section
300 of the Welfare and Institutions Code in accordance with Section 11166+, shall consult with
the child welfare worker regarding safe placement for the minor which will separate the minor
from the trafficker and from being trafficked, and shall transport the minor to that placement.
The minor may be adjudged to be a dependent subject to the jurisdiction of the juvenile court
pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) of Section 300 of the Welfare and Institutions
Code. The minor may be taken into temporary protective custody pursuant to subdivision (a)
of Section 305 of the Welfare and Institutions Code upon a reasonable belief that the
conditions of subdivision (a) of Section 305 are met, including that custody is necessary to
protect the minor from a person found or suspected to have committed any of the acts
described in subdivisions (a), (b), or (c) of Section 236.1.
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SEC. 8. Section 13519.14 of the Penal Code is amended to read:

13519.14. (a) The commission shall implement by January 1, 2007, a course or courses of
instruction for the training of law enforcement officers in California in the handling of human
trafficking complaints and also shall develop guidelines for law enforcement response to human
trafficking. The course or courses of instruction and the guidelines shall stress the dynamics and
manifestations of human trafficking, identifying and communicating with victims, providing
documentation that satisfy the Law Enforcement Agency (LEA) endorsement required by federal
law, collaboration with federal law enforcement officials, therapeutically appropriate
investigative techniques, the availability of civil and immigration remedies and community
resources, and protection of the victim. Where appropriate, the training presenters shall include
human trafficking experts with experience in the delivery of direct services to victims of human
trafficking. Completion of the course may be satisfied by telecommunication, video training
tape, or other instruction.

(b) As used in this section, “law enforcement officer” means any officer or employee of a local
police department or sheriff’s office, and any peace officer of the Department of the California
Highway Patrol, as defined by subdivision (a) of Section 830.2.

(c) The course of instruction, the learning and performance objectives, the standards for the
training, and the guidelines shall be developed by the commission in consultation with
appropriate groups and individuals having an interest and expertise in the field of human
trafficking.

(d) The commission, in consultation with these groups and individuals, shall review existing
training programs to determine in what ways human trafficking training may be included as a
part of ongoing programs.

(e) Every law enforcement officer who is assigned field or investigative duties shall complete a
minimum of two hours of training in a course or courses of instruction pertaining to the handling
of human trafficking complaints as described in subdivision (a) by July 1, 2014, or within six
months of being assigned to that position, whichever is later.

(f) The commission shall update the training implemented pursuant to this section by July 1,

2018, to include specific instruction on law enforcement responsibilities to determine the status
of children as victims of human trafficking pursuant to Sections 236.21;236:22;-647-and-65322.

SEC. 9. Section 300 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is amended to read:
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300. A child who comes within any of the following descriptions is within the jurisdiction of the
juvenile court which may adjudge that person to be a dependent child of the court:

(a) The child has suffered, or there is a substantial risk that the child will suffer, serious physical
harm inflicted nonaccidentally upon the child by the child’s parent or guardian. For purposes of
this subdivision, a court may find there is a substantial risk of serious future injury based on the
manner in which a less serious injury was inflicted, a history of repeated inflictions of injuries on
the child or the child’s siblings, or a combination of these and other actions by the parent or
guardian that indicate the child is at risk of serious physical harm. For purposes of this
subdivision, “serious physical harm” does not include reasonable and age-appropriate spanking
to the buttocks if there is no evidence of serious physical injury.

(b) (1) The child has suffered, or there is a substantial risk that the child will suffer, serious
physical harm or illness, as a result of the failure or inability of his or her parent or guardian to
adequately supervise or protect the child, or the willful or negligent failure of the child’s parent
or guardian to adequately supervise or protect the child from the conduct of the custodian with
whom the child has been left, or by the willful or negligent failure of the parent or guardian to
provide the child with adequate food, clothing, shelter, or medical treatment, or by the inability
of the parent or guardian to provide regular care for the child due to the parent’s or guardian’s
mental illness, developmental disability, or substance abuse. A child shall not be found to be a
person described by this subdivision solely due to the lack of an emergency shelter for the
family. Whenever it is alleged that a child comes within the jurisdiction of the court on the basis
of the parent’s or guardian’s willful failure to provide adequate medical treatment or specific
decision to provide spiritual treatment through prayer, the court shall give deference to the
parent’s or guardian’s medical treatment, nontreatment, or spiritual treatment through prayer
alone in accordance with the tenets and practices of a recognized church or religious
denomination, by an accredited practitioner thereof, and shall not assume jurisdiction unless
necessary to protect the child from suffering serious physical harm or illness. In making its
determination, the court shall consider (1) the nature of the treatment proposed by the parent or
guardian, (2) the risks to the child posed by the course of treatment or nontreatment proposed by
the parent or guardian, (3) the risk, if any, of the course of treatment being proposed by the
petitioning agency, and (4) the likely success of the courses of treatment or nontreatment
proposed by the parent or guardian and agency. The child shall continue to be a dependent child
pursuant to this subdivision only so long as is necessary to protect the child from risk of
suffering serious physical harm or illness.

(2) The Legislature finds and declares that a child who is a human trafficking victim, as defined
in paragraph (7) of subdivision (h) of Section 236.1 of the Penal Code, or who receives food or
shelter in exchange for, or who is paid to perform, sexual acts described in Section 11165.1 of
the Penal Code, and whose parent or guardian failed to, or was unable to, protect the child, is
within the description of this subdivision, and that this finding is declaratory of existing law.
These children shall be known as child trafficking victims or commercially sexually exploited
children.
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(¢) The child is suffering serious emotional damage, or is at substantial risk of suffering serious
emotional damage, evidenced by severe anxiety, depression, withdrawal, or untoward aggressive
behavior toward self or others, as a result of the conduct of the parent or guardian or who has no
parent or guardian capable of providing appropriate care. A child shall not be found to be a
person described by this subdivision if the willful failure of the parent or guardian to provide
adequate mental health treatment is based on a sincerely held religious belief and if a less
intrusive judicial intervention is available.

(d) The child has been sexually abused, or there is a substantial risk that the child will be
sexually abused, as defined in Section 11165.1 of the Penal Code, by his or her parent or
guardian or a member of his or her household, or the parent or guardian has failed to adequately
protect the child from sexual abuse when the parent or guardian knew or reasonably should have
known that the child was in danger of sexual abuse.

(e) The child is under the age of five years and has suffered severe physical abuse by a parent, or
by any person known by the parent, if the parent knew or reasonably should have known that the
person was physically abusing the child. For the purposes of this subdivision, “severe physical
abuse” means any of the following: any single act of abuse which causes physical trauma of
sufficient severity that, if left untreated, would cause permanent physical disfigurement,
permanent physical disability, or death; any single act of sexual abuse which causes significant
bleeding, deep bruising, or significant external or internal swelling; or more than one act of
physical abuse, each of which causes bleeding, deep bruising, significant external or internal
swelling, bone fracture, or unconsciousness; or the willful, prolonged failure to provide adequate
food. A child shall not be removed from the physical custody of his or her parent or guardian on
the basis of a finding of severe physical abuse unless the social worker has made an allegation of
severe physical abuse pursuant to Section 332.

(f) The child’s parent or guardian caused the death of another child through abuse or neglect.

(2) The child has been left without any provision for support; physical custody of the child has
been voluntarily surrendered pursuant to Section 1255.7 of the Health and Safety Code and the
child has not been reclaimed within the 14-day period specified in subdivision (g) of that section;
the child’s parent has been incarcerated or institutionalized and cannot arrange for the care of the
child; or a relative or other adult custodian with whom the child resides or has been left is
unwilling or unable to provide care or support for the child, the whereabouts of the parent are
unknown, and reasonable efforts to locate the parent have been unsuccessful.

(h) The child has been freed for adoption by one or both parents for 12 months by either
relinquishment or termination of parental rights or an adoption petition has not been granted.

(i) The child has been subjected to an act or acts of cruelty by the parent or guardian or a member
of his or her household, or the parent or guardian has failed to adequately protect the child from
an act or acts of cruelty when the parent or guardian knew or reasonably should have known that
the child was in danger of being subjected to an act or acts of cruelty.
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() The child’s sibling has been abused or neglected, as defined in subdivision (a), (b), (d), (e), or
(1), and there is a substantial risk that the child will be abused or neglected, as defined in those
subdivisions. The court shall consider the circumstances surrounding the abuse or neglect of the
sibling, the age and gender of each child, the nature of the abuse or neglect of the sibling, the
mental condition of the parent or guardian, and any other factors the court considers probative in
determining whether there is a substantial risk to the child.

It is the intent of the Legislature that this section not disrupt the family unnecessarily or intrude
inappropriately into family life, prohibit the use of reasonable methods of parental discipline, or
prescribe a particular method of parenting. Further, this section is not intended to limit the
offering of voluntary services to those families in need of assistance but who do not come within
the descriptions of this section. To the extent that savings accrue to the state from child welfare
services funding obtained as a result of the enactment of the act that enacted this section, those
savings shall be used to promote services which support family maintenance and family
reunification plans, such as client transportation, out-of-home respite care, parenting training,
and the provision of temporary or emergency in-home caretakers and persons teaching and
demonstrating homemaking skills. The Legislature further declares that a physical disability,
such as blindness or deafness, is no bar to the raising of happy and well-adjusted children and
that a court’s determination pursuant to this section shall center upon whether a parent’s
disability prevents him or her from exercising care and control. The Legislature further declares
that a child whose parent has been adjudged a dependent child of the court pursuant to this
section shall not be considered to be at risk of abuse or neglect solely because of the age,
dependent status, or foster care status of the parent.

As used in this section, “guardian” means the legal guardian of the child.

SEC. 10. Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 2200) is added to Division 2.5 of the Welfare and
Institutions Code, to read:

CHAPTER 4. State Plan to Serve and Protect Child Trafficking Victims

2200. This chapter shall be known, and may be cited, as the State Plan to Serve and Protect Child
Trafficking Victims.

2201. (a) The purpose of this chapter is to establish the framework for a coordinated effort and
plan to serve and protect all children who are human trafficking victims. In the implementation
of the continuum of care reform, pursuant to Chapter 773 of the Statutes of 2015, the State
Department of Social Services shall ensure the necessary care, support, social service needs, and
treatment of child trafficking victims in the child welfare system.

(b) The California Health and Human Services Agency shall, no later than January 30, 2017,
convene an interagency workgroup, in accordance with Section 2202 for the purposes specified
in subdivision (a), in consultation with the California Child Welfare Council established pursuant
to Section 16540, and to continue the work currently being done under the council’s direction.
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(c) For purposes of this chapter, “child trafficking victim” has the meaning set forth in paragraph
(2) of subdivision (b) of Section 300.

2202. (a) The interagency workgroup shall be comprised of representatives from the State
Department of Health Care Services, the Children and Family Services Division of the State
Department of Social Services, the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation, Division of
Juvenile Justice, and the State Department of Education, and shall include a broad spectrum of
stakeholders who are responsible for addressing the needs of this population, including, but not
limited to, local government agencies, human trafficking service providers, the County
Behavioral Directors Association of California, county probation officers, the County Welfare
Directors Association of California, district attorneys, public _defenders, youth advocates,
juvenile court representatives, and human trafficking survivors.

(b) The workgroup shall conduct a thorough review of existing programs and services for child
trafficking victims to identify areas of need. The workgroup shall develop strategies and
recommendations for policies, interagency response protocols, and services that will ensure that
child trafficking victims have access to the services and support needed for their safety and
recovery.

(c) The workgroup shall develop a comprehensive state plan to serve and protect sexually
exploited and trafficked minors, including recommendations and a timeline for implementation.
The plan shall include, at a minimum, all of the following:

(1) A multiagency-coordinated child trafficking response protocol and guidelines for local
implementation that address prevention, identification, screening, assessment, immediate and
safe shelter, and clear lines of ongoing responsibility to ensure that child trafficking victims have
access to the necessary continuum of treatment options, as determined by the workgroup.

(2) Whether new specialized services and programs are needed to ensure that child trafficking
victims have access to safe and appropriate services, the identification of funding sources, and a
timeline for the creation of those services and programs.

(3) The identification of training needs for child welfare staff, law enforcement, and probation
staff regarding child trafficking response protocols, and a plan and timeline to implement
necessary training.

(4) The development of data collection and sharing protocols among agencies.
(d) In developing the plan, the workgroup shall consider both of the following:

(1) Existing laws and practices in other states and jurisdictions that have developed response
protocols and policies to respond to sexual exploitation of minors and child trafficking and the
outcomes and unintended consequences of those protocols and policies.
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(2) The adequacy of existing response protocols and services, including identification, screening,
assessment, immediate and safe shelter, and the range of treatment options for child trafficking
victims.

(e) The workgroup, in collaboration with the California Child Welfare Council, shall submit the
plan, including implementation recommendations and a timeline, to the Legislature, Judicial
Council, and the Governor no later than January 30, 2018.

(f) Reports submitted to the Legislature pursuant to this section shall be submitted in compliance
with Section 9795 of the Government Code.

SEC. 11. Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 2300) is added to Division 2.5 of the Welfare and
Institutions Code, to read:

CHAPTER 5. Development of Specialized Facilities and Assessment Tools to Protect Child
Trafficking Victims

2300. (a) In the implementation of the continuum of care reform, pursuant to Chapter 773 of the
Statutes of 2015, the State Department of Social Services shall ensure the necessary care,
support, social service needs, and treatment of child trafficking victims in the child welfare
system. It shall establish, after in consultation with county welfare departments, the inferagency
workgroup established pursuant to Section 2202, and other stakeholders as appropriate, a
working group to develop recommendations for the board, care, and supervision of child
trafficking victims as defined in paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) of Section 300 who are in need
of a placement in facilities that will protect them from traffickers and provide needed specialized
support and services. The plan shall address placement options that promote a continuum of care
based on the best interests of the youth, including placements that provide immediate crisis care
and assessment in facilities in which victims are protected from their traffickers, long-term
placements in family-based settings, specialized boarding schools, and specialized congregate
care placements that support independent living with services that promote successful transition
to adulthood. The recommendations shall be included in the recommendations submitted
pursuant to Section 11461.2.

(b) In developing its recommendations, the department shall identify strategies to do all of the
following:

(1) Recruit and train family-based foster care providers specifically to serve this population and
considerations for their need for safety when caring for this population.

(2) Support family finding and engagement activities for child trafficking victims as defined in
paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) of Section 300 and for children who are at risk of becoming
victims.
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(3) Support training and education for at-risk foster youth in out-of-home placements to reduce
the likelihood of human trafficking as specified in subdivisions (a), (b), and (c), of Section 236.1
of the Penal Code.

(4) Support drop-in centers to provide crisis intervention and support to trafficked or
commercially exploited minors and to re-engage them in the child welfare system.

(5) Provide for an exemption process for human trafficking victims to be employed in foster care
facilities if the crime was committed under threat from their trafficker.

2301. (a) The State Department of Social Services, with input from county child welfare
agencies, probation departments, the interagency workgroup established pursuant to Section
2202, and other stakeholders as appropriate, shall identify, develop, and disseminate screening
tools for use by county child welfare and probation staff to identify children who are or are at
risk of becoming child trafficking victims as defined by paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) of
Section 300. No later than December 31, 2017, the department shall provide counties with
guidance on the use of the screening tools, including when youth are referred to or placed into
care, as appropriate for children who are at risk and in the foster care system.

(b) The State Department of Social Services and the State Department of Health Care Services,
in consultation with county child welfare and county mental health representatives and other
stakeholders as appropriate, shall identify tools and best practices to screen, assess and serve
child trafficking victims. The department shall develop curriculum and provide training to local
multi-disciplinary teams as defined in paragraph (2) of subdivision (c) of Section 2303 no later
than December 31, 2017, for assessing, identifying, and jointly serving this population.

2302. (a) The State Department of Social Services, in consultation with the County Welfare
Directors Association; and the interagency workgroup established pursuant to Section 2202,
shall ensure that the Child Welfare Services Case Management System is capable of collecting
data concerning child trafficking victims as defined in paragraph (2) of subdivision (¢) of Section
300, including children who are referred to the child abuse hotline, as well as children currently
served by child welfare and probation departments and who subsequently are identified as child
trafficking victims.

(b) The department shall complete the requirements of subdivision (a) no later than December 1,
2017, including the dissemination of any necessary instructions on data entry to county child
welfare staff.

2303. (a) (1) Each county shall develop an interagency protocol to be utilized in serving child
trafficking victims as defined in paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) of Section 300. Each county’s
protocol shall be adopted by the board of supervisors not later than June 30, 2017. The protocols
shall identify the roles and responsibilities of county-based agencies and other local service
providers in responding to and supporting a coordinated community response to serve victims of
trafficking or commercial sexual exploitation. At minimum, the protocol shall identify the roles
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and responsibilities of the following county administrators in their oversight and administration
of services to victims:

(A) The district attorney.

(B) Behavioral health.

(C) Child welfare.

(D) Probation.

(E) Public health.

(F) Substance use disorder services.

(G) The Sheriff and local police departments.

(H) The County Superintendent of Schools.
(D) The presiding juvenile court judge.

(J) The public defender.

(2) The county interagency protocol shall be developed by a team led by a representative
appointed by the director of the county human services department and shall include
representatives appointed by the director of each of the agencies listed in paragraph (1).

(3) The county shall ensure input into the development of local protocols from local service
providers specializing in services to victims of rape and sexual assault, runaways and homeless
youth, youth advocates, survivors of trafficking, and others as deemed appropriate.

(b) At a minimum, the interagency protocol shall address the provision of services to child
trafficking victims, including but not limited to, all of the following:

(1) Identifying at least one representative from each county agency noted in subdivision (a) to
serve as a point of contact with specialized training on serving victims of trafficking or
commercial sexual exploitation.

(2) The use of a multidisciplinary collaborative team approach to provide coordinated case
management, service planning, and services to minors. A multidisciplinary team serving a minor
pursuant to this section shall include, but not be limited to, appropriate staff from the county
child welfare, probation, mental health, substance use disorder, and public health departments.
As warranted, the multidisciplinary team may also include representatives from local law
enforcement, prosecutors, and defense attorneys, attorneys representing children, federal law
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enforcement, school-based personnel, and community-based providers, as determined by local
protocols.

(c) The protocol shall describe how the county will adhere to the following principles in serving
this population:

(1) View trafficked minors or commercial sexually exploited youth as victims, not criminals,
avoiding arrest and detention whenever possible.

(2) Provide youth with “victim-centered” and trauma-informed care and services.
(3) Make youth safety a key concern.
(4) Treat victims with respect and take into account their cultural and linguistic needs.

(5) Support continuous quality improvement based on available data, research, and experience to
improve system response and better outcomes for child victims of trafficking or commercial
exploitation.

(6) Involve human trafficking victims in the providing of supportive services.

(7) Provide recommendations and updates to the State Plan to Serve and Protect Child
Trafficking Victims, as described in Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 2200) of Division 2.5.

SEC. 12. Section 16206 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is amended to read:

16206. (a) The purpose of the program is to develop and implement statewide coordinated
training programs designed specifically to meet the needs of county child protective services
social workers assigned emergency response, family maintenance, family reunification,
permanent placement, and adoption responsibilities. It is the intent of the Legislature that the
program include training for other agencies under contract with county welfare departments to
provide child welfare services. In addition, the program shall provide training programs for
persons defined as a mandated reporter pursuant to the Child Abuse and Neglect Reporting Act
(Article 2.5 (commencing with Section 11164) of Chapter 2 of Title 1 of Part 4 of the Penal
Code). The program shall provide the services required in this section to the extent possible
within the total allocation. If allocations are insufficient, the department, in consultation with the
grantee or grantees and the Child Welfare Training Advisory Board, shall prioritize the efforts of
the program, giving primary attention to the most urgently needed services. County child
protective services social workers assigned emergency response responsibilities shall receive
first priority for training pursuant to this section.

(b) The training program shall provide practice-relevant training for mandated child abuse
reporters and all members of the child welfare delivery system that will address critical issues
affecting the well-being of children, and shall develop curriculum materials and training
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resources for use in meeting staff development needs of mandated child abuse reporters and child
welfare personnel in public and private agency settings.

(c) The training provided pursuant to this section shall include all of the following:
(1) Crisis intervention.

(2) Investigative techniques.

(3) Rules of evidence.

(4) Indicators of abuse and neglect.

(5) Assessment criteria, including the application of guidelines for assessment of relatives for
placement according to the criteria described in Section 361.3.

(6) Intervention strategies.

(7) Legal requirements of child protection, including requirements of child abuse reporting laws.
(8) Case management.

(9) Use of community resources.

(10) Information regarding the dynamics and effects of domestic violence upon families and
children, including indicators and dynamics of teen dating violence.

(11) Post-traumatic stress disorder and the causes, symptoms, and treatment of post-traumatic
stress disorder in children.

(12) The importance of maintaining relationships with individuals who are important to a child in
out-of-home placement, including methods to identify those individuals, consistent with the
child’s best interests, including, but not limited to, asking the child about individuals who are
important, and ways to maintain and support those relationships.

(13) Instruction on cultural competency and sensitivity and related best practices for providing
adequate care to child trafficking victims.

(14) The legal duties of a child protective services social worker, in order to protect the legal
rights and safety of children and families from the initial time of contact during investigation
through treatment.

(15) The information described in subdivision (d) of Section 16501.4.

(d) The training provided pursuant to this section may also include any or all of the following:
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(1) Child development and parenting.

(2) Intake, interviewing, and initial assessment.
(3) Casework and treatment.

(4) Medical aspects of child abuse and neglect.

(e) The training program in each county shall assess the program’s performance at least annually
and forward it to the State Department of Social Services for an evaluation. The assessment shall
include, at a minimum, all of the following:

(1) Workforce data, including education, qualifications, and demographics.

(2) The number of persons trained.

(3) The type of training provided.

(4) The degree to which the training is perceived by participants as useful in practice.

(5) Any additional information or data deemed necessary by the department for reporting,
oversight, and monitoring purposes.

(f) The training program shall provide practice-relevant training to county child protective
services social workers who screen referrals for child abuse or neglect and for all workers
assigned to provide emergency response, family maintenance, family reunification, and
permanent placement services. The training shall be developed in consultation with the Child
Welfare Training Advisory Board and domestic violence victims’ advocates and other public and
private agencies that provide programs for victims of domestic violence or programs of
intervention for perpetrators.

SEC. 13. Section 16540 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is amended to read:

16540. The California Child Welfare Council is hereby established, which shall serve as an
advisory body responsible for improving the collaboration and processes of the multiple agencies
and the courts that serve the children and youth in the child welfare and foster care systems. The
council shall monitor and report the extent to which child welfare and foster care programs and
the courts are responsive to the needs of children in their joint care. The council shall issue
advisory reports whenever it deems appropriate, but in any event, no less frequently than
annually, to the Governor, the Legislature, the Judicial Council, and the public. A report of the
Child Welfare Council shall, at a minimum, include recommendations for all of the following:

(2) Ensuring that all state child welfare, foster care, and judicial funding and services for
children, youth, and families is, to the greatest extent possible, coordinated to eliminate
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fragmentation and duplication of services provided to children or families who would benefit
from integrated multiagency services.

(b) Increasing the quality, appropriateness, and effectiveness of program services and judicial
processes delivered to children, youth, and families who would benefit from integrated
multiagency services to achieve better outcomes for these children, youth, and families.

(¢) Promoting consistent program and judicial excellence across counties to the greatest extent
possible while recognizing the demographic, geographic, and financial differences among the
counties.

(d) Increasing collaboration and coordination between county agencies, state agencies, federal
agencies, and the courts.

(¢) Ensuring that all state Title IV-E plans, program improvement plans, and court improvement
plans demonstrate effective collaboration between public agencies and the courts.

(f) Assisting the Secretary of California Health and Human Services and the chief justice in
formulating policies for the effective administration of the child welfare and foster care programs
and judicial processes.

(g) Modifying program practices and court processes, rate structures, and other system changes
needed to promote and support relative caregivers, family foster parents, therapeutic placements,
and other placements for children who cannot remain in the family home.

(h) Developing data- and information-sharing agreements and protocols for the exchange of
aggregate data across program and court systems that are providing services to children and
families in the child welfare system. These data-sharing agreements shall allow child welfare
agencies and the courts to access data concerning the health, mental health, special education,
and educational status and progress of children served by county child welfare systems subject to
state and federal confidentiality laws and regulations. They shall be developed in tandem with
the establishment of judicial case management systems as well as additional or enhanced
performance measures described in subdivision (b) of Section 16544.

(1) Developing systematic methods for obtaining policy recommendations from foster youth
about the effectiveness and quality of program services and judicial processes, and ensuring that
the interests of foster youth are adequately addressed in all policy development.

() Implementing legislative enactments in the child welfare and foster care programs and the
courts, and reporting to the Legislature on the timeliness and consistency of the implementation.

(k) Monitoring the adequacy of resources necessary for the implementation of existing programs
and court processes, and the prioritization of program and judicial responsibilities.

(1) Strengthening and increasing the independence and authority of the foster care ombudsperson.

David Billingsley

Assembly Public Safety Committee
04/07/2016

Page 31 of 32



(m) Coordinating available services for former foster youth and improving outreach efforts to
those youth and their families.

(n) Providing recommendations and updates to the State Plan to Serve and Protect Child
Trafficking Victims, as described in Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 2200) of Division 2.5.

SEC. 14. If the Commission on State Mandates determines that this act contains costs mandated
by the state, reimbursement to local agencies and school districts for those costs shall be made
pursuant to Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division 4 of Title 2 of the Government
Code.
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Date of Hearing: April 12, 2016
Counsel: Sandra Uribe

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY
Reginald Byron Jones-Sawyer, Sr., Chair

AB 1761 (Weber) — As Amended March 28, 2016
As Proposed to be Amended in Committee

SUMMARY: Creates a human trafficking affirmative defense applicable to non-violent, non-
serious, non-trafficking crimes. Specifically, this bill:

Y

2)

3)

4)

3)

6)

7

States that, in addition to any other affirmative defense, it is a defense to a crime that the
person was coerced to commit the offense as a direct result of being a human trafficking
victim at the time of the offense and of reasonable fear of harm.

States that this affirmative defense does not apply to a serious felony, a violent felony, or the
offense of human trafficking, as specified.

Establishes the standard of proof for the human trafficking affirmative defense as the
preponderance of evidence standard.

States that certifying records from federal, state, tribal, or local court or government
certifying agencies for documents such as U or T visas, may be presented to establish the
affirmative defense.

Provides that the human trafficking affirmative defense can be asserted at any time before
entry of plea or before the end of a trial. The defense can also be determined at the
preliminary hearing.

Entitles a person who successfully raises the human trafficking affirmative defense to the
following relief:

a) Sealing of all court records in the case;

b) Release from all penalties and disabilities resulting from the charge, and all actions that
led to the charge shall be deemed not to have occurred; and

c) Permission to attest in all circumstances that he or she has never been arrested for, or
charged with the subject crime, including in financial aid, housing, employment, and loan
applications.

States that, in any juvenile delinquency proceeding, if the court finds that the alleged offense
was committed as a direct result of being a victim of human trafficking then it shall dismiss
the case and automatically seal the case records.
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8) States that the person may not be thereafter charged with perjury or otherwise giving a false
statement based on the above relief.

9) States that in a juvenile delinquency proceeding, if the court finds that the offense charged in
the proceedings was committed as a direct result of the minor being a victim of human
trafficking, and the affirmative defense was established by a preponderance of the evidence,
then the court shall dismiss the proceedings and order automatic record sealing.

10) Provides that in a criminal action expert testimony is admissible by either the prosecution or
defense regarding the effects of human trafficking on its victims, including, but not limited to
the nature and effect of physical, emotional, or mental abuse on the beliefs, perceptions, or
behavior of human trafficking victims.

11) States that the requisite foundation for the introduction of this expert testimony will be
established if the proponent of the evidence shows its relevance and the proper qualifications
of the expert witness.

EXISTING LAW:

1) Guarantees a defendant a meaningful opportunity to present a defense. (U.S. Const., VI
Amend., Cal. Const. att. I, §. 15.)

2) Provides that all persons are capable of committing crimes except those belonging to
specified classes, including person who committed the act or made the omission charged
under threats or menaces sufficient to show that they had reasonable cause to and did believe
their lives would be endangered if they refused. (Pen. Code, § 26.)

3) States that all relevant evidence is admissible unless it is made inadmissible by some
statutory or constitutional provision. (Cal. Const., art. I, § 28(f)(2), Evid. Code, § 351.)

4) Provides that the court in its discretion may exclude evidence if its probative value is
substantially outweighed by the probability that its admission will necessitate undue
consumption of time or create substantial danger of undue prejudice, of confusing the issues,
or of misleading the jury. (Evid. Code, § 352.)

5) States that a person is qualified to testify as an expert if he or she has special knowledge,
skill, experience, training, or education sufficient for the court to deem the person qualified
on a subject about which he or she is asked to express an opinion. (Evid. Code, § 720.)

6) Limits expert testimony to a subject that is sufficiently beyond common experience that the
opinion of that expert would assist the trier of fact to understand the evidence or determine a
fact in issue. (Evid. Code, § 801, subd. (a).)

7) Authorizes expert testimony in criminal cases by either the prosecution or defense regarding
intimate partner battering and its effects, including the nature and effect of physical,
emotional, or mental abuse on the beliefs, perceptions, or behavior of victims of domestic
violence, except when offered against a defendant to prove the occurrence of the act or acts
of abuse which form the basis of a criminal charge. (Evid. Code, § 1107, subd. (a).)
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FISCAL EFFECT: Unknown

COMMENTS:

1) Author's Statement: According to the author, "Too often our survivors of human

2)

trafficking are forced to commit crimes under threat (directly and indirectly) from their
traffickers. The trauma of being a victim of human trafficking is untold. In addition to
sexual, emotional, and physical abuse, human trafficking victims are arrested and convicted
for crimes they were forced to take part in by their traffickers. For too long, we have
compounded this trauma by arresting and charging victims of human trafficking for crimes
they committed directly related to their time spent as a trafficking victim. These victims are
charged with crimes, while their traffickers are shielded. This bill seeks to remedy this
situation and create avenues for victims to be identified and the traffickers prosecuted.”

Affirmative Defense: A victim of trafficking who is charged with a crime may be able to
raise the defense of duress. Duress is said to excuse criminal conduct where the actor was
under an unlawful threat of imminent death or serious bodily injury, which threat caused the
actor to engage in conduct violating the literal terms of the criminal law. ‘if there was a
reasonable, legal alternative to violating the law, 'a chance both to refuse to do the criminal
act and also to avoid the threatened harm,' the defenses will fail." (People v. Heath (1989)
207 Cal.App.3d 892, 899-900, citations omitted.) "Persons (unless the crime is punishable
with death) who commits the act or made the omission charged under threats or menace
suffices to show that they had reasonable cause to and did believe their lives would be
endangered if they refused” are not guilty of the crime. (Pen. Code, § 26.) A court has a
duty to give a duress instruction on its own motion if it is supported by substantial evidence
and is not inconsistent with the defense theory. (People v. Wilson (2005) 36 Cal.4th 309,
331)

The defendant acted under duress if, because of threat or menace, he or she believed that his
or her or someone else's life would be in immediate danger if he or she refused a demand or
request to commit the crime. The demand or request may have been expressed or

implied. The defendant's belief must have been reasonable. When deciding whether the
defendant's belief was reasonable, consider all the circumstances as they were known to and
appeared to the defendant and consider what a reasonable person in the same position as the
defendant would have believed. CALCRIM 3402.

Duress applies if the defendant has been threatened with imminent great bodily harm. (See
People v. Otis (1959) 174 Cal.App.2d 119, 124; United States v. Bailey (1980) 444 U.S. 394,
409.) Also, although this is not reflected in the instruction, duress probably applies if the
instigator threatens harm to another person. (See Heath, supra, at p. 898, discussing People
v. Pena (1983) 149 Cal.App.3d Supp. 14, 21-25 [a necessity defense due to threats to a third

party].)

The sponsors of this bill believe the duress defense is inadequate for trafficking victims
because a victim may not be able to show his or her life was in immediate danger.
Accordingly, this bill creates a separate human trafficking affirmative defense.

Under the newly created defense, the person will be required to show by a preponderance of
the evidence, that he or she was coerced to commit the crime as a direct result of being a
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victim of trafficking at the time of the crime, and of reasonable fear of harm. The coercion
requirement will prevent a trafficking victim from raising the defense when he or she
commits a crime for personal gain, as opposed to at the behest of his or her trafficker. In
addition, the requirement that the person be a victim of trafficking at the time of the offense,
will preclude a trafficking survivor from using the defense years later to escape liability for
criminal conduct because he or she was a victim in the past.

It should be noted that this defense will not apply to all crimes. A trafficking victim cannot
raise the defense when charged with a serious felony as described in Penal Code section
1192.7, subdivision (c), a violent felony listed in Penal Code section 667.5, subdivision (c),
or with regard to a charge of human trafficking. The latter crime is excluded from
application so that a victim of trafficking does not escape liability for becoming a recruiter
for his or her trafficker.

Expert Testimony: Evidence Code section 1107 generally makes admissible in a criminal
action expert testimony regarding "intimate partner battering and its effects, including the
physical, emotional, or mental effects upon the beliefs, perceptions, or behavior of victims of
domestic violence . . .." As explained by the California Supreme Court:

Battered women's syndrome "has been defined as 'a series of common characteristics
that appear in women who are abused physically and psychologically over an
extended period of time by the dominant male figure in their lives.' (State v. Kelly
(1984) 97 N.J. 178, 193 [478 A.2d 364, 371]; see also People v. Aris (1989) 215
Cal.App.3d 1178, 1194 [264 Cal. Rptr. 167] [ "a pattern of psychological symptoms
that develop after somebody has lived in a battering relationship” ']; Note, Battered
Women Who Kill Their Abusers (1993) 106 Harv.L.Rev. 1574, 1578 ['a "pattern of
responses and perceptions presumed to be characteristic of women who have been
subjected to continuous physical abuse by their mate[s] " ' ].)" (People v. Romero
(1994) 8 Cal.4th 728, 735, fn. 1; see also People v. Humphrey (1996) 13 Cal.4th
1073, 1083-84.)

This bill applies the same principles to expert testimony regarding the effects of human
trafficking to its victims.

Argument in Support: According to the Coalition to Abolish Slavery and Trafficking
(CAST), the sponsor of this bill, "1761 creates important protections for trafficking survivors
to deal with the unique nature of the trafficking crime. In CAST's experience as a service
provider working with hundreds of trafficking survivors in California, an affirmative defense
will create an additional pathway for trafficking victims to be identified as the victims they
are so that the real perpetrators can be prosecuted. It also ensures that the complexities of
trafficking crimes can be appropriately described to judges and juries....

"Usually a leader in creative approaches to protect trafficking victims, California is far
behind other states in offering an affirmative defense for trafficking victims. So, far 34 states
have passed this legislation to better protect trafficking victims. It is costly not just to the
yictims, but also to the state of California to convict trafficking victims for crimes their
traffickers force them to commit. These funds could be better spent prosecuting traffickers.

"AB 1761 creates an affirmative defense against a charge of a non-violent crime that was
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committed as a direct result of being a human trafficking victim. ... As a special protection
for minor sex trafficking victims, AB 1761 requires the court to dismiss any charges arising
from a commercial sex trafficking act against a person who was under 18 years of age,
whether or not the defendant asserts the affirmative defense. Finally, AB 1761 grants
trafficking victims who prevail on the affirmative defense the right to have all records in the
case sealed and ensures they do not suffer long-term consequences from their arrest.

"In recognition of the complex dynamics of trafficking crimes, AB 1761 also creates a
presumption that expert testimony is admissible by either the prosecution or the defense
regarding the effects of human trafficking on human trafficking victims."

Arguments in Opposition:

a) The California District Attorneys Association writes, "[w]e do not need a new rule of
evidence to allow parties to call an expert witness to educate the trier of fact on issues
relating to human trafficking. California law has long provided that 'any person who has
special knowledge, skill or experience in any occupation, trade or craft may be qualified
as an expert in his field.' (People v. King (1968) 266 Cal.App.2d 437, 445.) California
courts allow experts to help explain a wide variety of human behaviors and to explain
why people respond in strange ways to traumatic events such as rape trauma, child abuse
accommodation syndrome, post-traumatic stress, gang culture, domestic violence, and
battered women's syndrome, just to name a few."

b) The California State Sheriffs’ Association states, "Duress is an cXisting defense and
prosecutors often decline to pursue criminal charges against the persons contemplated by
this bill, especially when it can help bring human traffickers to justice. As such, this bill
represents an unnecessary tilting of the playing field by effectively absolving certain
persons of criminal liability."

Related Legislation:

a) AB 1675 (Stone) would provide that a minor who commits the crimes of solicitation,
prostitution, or loitering with the intent to commit prostitution, is subject to the
jurisdiction of the juvenile dependency court rather than delinquency court. AB 1675 is
pending in the Assembly Judiciary Committee.

b) AB 1760 (Santiago) would direct a peace officer who determines that a minor is a victim
of human trafficking to report such abuse, consult with a child welfare worker about a
safe placement for the minor, and transport the minor to such placement, unless the minor
is otherwise arrested.. AB 1760 will be heard in this Committee today.

¢) AB 1762 (Campos) would allow a person convicted of a nonviolent crime while he or she
was human trafficking victim to apply to vacate the conviction at any time after it was
entered. AB 1762 is pending in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.

Prior Legislation:

a) AB 1585 (Alejo), Chapter 708, Statutes of 2014, provides that a defendant who has been
convicted of solicitation or prostitution, as specified, may petition the court to set aside
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the conviction, and allows the court to set it aside if the defendant can show that the
conviction was the result of his/her status as a victim of human trafficking.

b) AB 694 (Bloom), Chapter 126, Statutes of 2013, clarified that evidence that a victim of
human trafficking has engaged in a commercial sex act cannot be used to prosecute that
victim for the commercial sex act.

¢) SB 327 (Yee), of the 2013-2014 Legislative Session, would have allowed a writ of
habeas corpus to be prosecuted when competent and substantial expert testimony relating
to human trafficking was not presented at trial for a crime in which the defendant was a
victim of human trafficking. SB 327 was held on the Assembly Appropriations
Committee Suspense File.

d) AB 785 (Eaves), Chapter 812, Statutes of 1991, made expert testimony regarding
battered women's syndrome admissible in court under specified conditions.

REGISTERED SUPPORT / OPPOSITION:
Support

Coalition to Abolish Slavery and Trafficking (Co-sponsor)
National Council of Jewish Women- California (Co-sponsor)
Act for Women and Girls

American Academy of Pediatrics

American Association of University Women, Long Beach
American Civil Liberties Union

California Council of Churches Impact

California Partnership to End Domestic Violence

California Public Defenders Association

California Women's Law Center

Clergy and Laity United for Economic Justice

Coalition to Abolish Slavery and Trafficking Survivor Advisory Council
Housing California

Jewish Public Affairs Committee of California

Junior Leagues of California

Legal Services for Prisoners with Children

Los Angeles Alliance for a New Economy

Opening Doors

Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism

Opposition

Alameda County District Attorney
California District Attorneys Association
California State Sheriffs' Association
Sacramento County District Attorney

Analysis Prepared by: Sandy Uribe / PUB. S./(916) 319-3744



Amendments Mock-up for 2015-2016 AB-1761 (Weber (A))

*Exkkkkrd Amendments are in BOLD*#**%%%&%

Mock-up based on Version Number 98 - Amended Assembly 3/28/16
Submitted by: Sandy Uribe, Assembly Public Safety Committee

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Section 1107.5 is added to the Evidence Code, to read:

1107.5. (a) In a criminal action, expert testimony is admissible by either the prosecution or the
defense regarding the effects of human trafficking on human trafficking victims, including the
nature and effect of physical, emotional, or mental abuse on the beliefs, perceptions, or behavior
of human trafficking victims.

(b) The foundation shall be sufficient for admission of this expert testimony if the proponent of
the evidence establishes its relevancy and the proper qualifications of the expert witness. Expert
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(c) For purposes of this section, “human trafficking victim” is defined in Section 236.1 of the
Penal Code.

(d) This section is intended as a rule of evidence only and no substantive change affecting the
Penal Code is intended.

Sandy Uribe
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SEC3: SEC. 2. Section 236.23 is added to the Penal Code, to read:

236.23. (a) & In addition to any other affirmative defense, it is a defense to a chargeofa
nponviolent crime that the defendant-or-minercommitted person was coerced to commit the
offense as a direct result of being a human trafficking victim at the time of the offense and of
reasonable fear of harm, except that this defense does not apply to a serious felony
described in subdivision (c) of Section 1192.7, a violent felony described in subdivision (c)
of Section 667.5, or an offense in Section 236.1.

Sandy Uribe

Assembly Public Safety Committee
04/07/2016
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(b) A defendant asserting the affirmative defense specified in subdivision (a) has the burden of
establishing the affirmative defense by a preponderance of the evidence.

(e) Certified records of a federal, state, tribal, or local court or governmental agency
documenting the person’s status as a victim of human trafficking at the time of the offense,
including identification of a victim of human trafficking by a peace officer pursuant to Section
236.2 and certlﬁed records of approval notices or enforcement certlﬁcatlons generated from

g : i may be presented to
establlsh an affirmatlve defense.

(f) The affirmative defense may be asserted at any time before the entry of a plea of guilty or
nolo contendere or admission to the truth of the charges and before the conclusion of any trial for
the offense. If asserted before the preliminary hearing held in a case, the affirmative defense
shall, upon request by the defendant, be determined at the preliminary hearing.

(g) If the defendant prevails on the affirmative defense pr0V1ded under subdivision (a) erifthe
court-dismisses—charges-undersubdivision—(e), the defendant is entitled to all of the following

relief’

(1) The court shall order that all records in the case be sealed pursuant to Section 851.86 and
shall grant the relief provided in subdivision (b) of Section 851.8.

(2) The wietim person shall be released from all penalties and disabilities resulting from the
charge, and all actions and proceedings by law enforcement personnel, courts, or other
government employees that led to the charge shall be deemed not to have occurred.

(3) (A) The human-trafficking vietim person may in all circumstances state that he or she has
never been arrested for, or charged with, the crime that is the subject of the charge or conviction,
including without limitation in response to questions on employment, housing, financial aid, or
loan applications.

(B) The human-traffckingvietim person may not be denied rights or benefits, including, without
limitation, employment, housing, financial aid, welfare, or a loan or other financial
accommodation, based on the arrest or charge or the human-traffickingvietim’s person's failure
or refusal to disclose the existence of or information concerning those events.
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(C) The human-traffickingvietim person may not be thereafter charged or convicted of perjury
or otherwise of giving a false statement by reason of having failed to disclose or acknowledge

the existence of the charge, or any arrest, indictment, trial, or other proceedings related thereto.

(h) If, in any proceeding pursuant to Section 602 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, the
juvenile court finds that the offense on which the proceeding is based was committed as a direct
result of the minor being a human trafficking victim, and the affirmative defense specified in
subdivision (a) is established by a preponderance of the evidence, the court shall dismiss the
proceeding and order the relief prescribed in Section 786 of the Welfare and Institutions Code.
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Date of Hearing: April 12, 2016
Chief Counsel:  Gregory Pagan

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY
Reginald Byron Jones-Sawyer, Sr., Chair

AB 1772 (Beth Gaines) — As Introduced February 3, 2016

SUMMARY: Increases the penalties for various forms of "peeping" secret videotaping or
secretly photographing a person in which that person has a reasonable expectation of privacy
from a misdemeanor to an alternate felony/misdemeanor. Specifically, this bill:

1)

2)

3)

4)

Provides that it is an alternate felony/misdemeanor punishable, as a misdemeanor, by up to
six months in a county jail, by a fine not to exceed $1,000, or both, and punishable, as a
felony, by 16 months, 2, or 3 years in a county jail, by a fine not to exceed $2,000, or both,
for any person while loitering, wandering or prowling on the private property of another, at
any time, to peek in the door or window of any inhabited dwelling or structure, without
visible or lawful business with the owner or occupant.

Makes it an alternate felony/misdemeanor punishable, as a misdemeanor, by up to six months
in a county jail, by a fine not to exceed $1,000, or both, and punishable, as a felony, by 16
months, 2, or 3 years in a county jail, by a fine not to exceed $2,000, or both, for any person
to look through a hole, or otherwise use an instrumentality, such as binoculars, a camera, or
camcordet, to view the interior of a bedroom, bathroom, changing room, fitting room,
dressing room, or tanning booth, or the interior of any other area in which the occupant has a
reasonable expectation of privacy, with the intent to invade the privacy of the person or
people inside.

Provides that it is an alternate felony/misdemeanor punishable, as a misdemeanor, by up to
six months in a county jail, by a fine not to exceed $1,000, or both, and punishable, as a
felony, by 16 months, 2, or 3 years in a county jail, by a fine not to exceed $2,000, or both,
for any person to use a device to secretly videotape or record another person under or through
his or her clothing, for the purpose of viewing that person’s body or undergarments without
consent and under circumstances in which that person has a reasonable expectation of
privacy, if the perpetrator commits the act with a prurient intent.

Makes it an alternate felony/misdemeanor punishable, as a misdemeanor, by up to six months
in a county jail, by a fine not to exceed $1,000, or both, and punishable, as a felony, by 16
months, 2, or 3 years in a county jail, by a fine not to exceed $2,000, or both, for any person
who uses a concealed instrumentality to secretly videotape or record another person who is in
a state of full or partial undress, for the purpose of viewing that person’s body or
undergarments without consent while that person is in a bedroom, bathroom, changing room,
fitting room, dressing room, or tanning booth, or the interior of any other area in which that
other person has a reasonable expectation of privacy, with the intent to invade the privacy of
that individual.
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Makes a second or subsequent offense of invasion of privacy with the naked eye or with the
use of an instrumentality punishable as a misdemeanor by up to one year in a county jail, by
a fine not to exceed $2,000, or both, and as felony by 3, 5, or 7 years in a county jail, by a
fine not to exceed $5,000, or both.

Provides that if the victim of a "peeping" offense was a minor at the time of the offense, then
the crime is punishable as a misdemeanor by up to one year in a county jail, by a fine not to
exceed $2,000, or both, and as felony by 3, 5, or 7 years in a county jail, by a fine not to
exceed $5,000, or both.

States that any person convicted of secretly videotaping or photographing a person in a state
of full or partial undress is punishable as a misdemeanor by one up to one year in jail, a fine
of up to $5,000, or both, and as felony by 3, 5, or 7 years in a county jail, by a fine not to
exceed $5,000, or both.

EXISTING LAW:

1y

2)

3)

4)

Provides that it is a misdemeanor punishable by up to six months in a county jail, by a fine
not to exceed $1,000 or both, for any person while loitering, wandering or prowling on the
private property of another, at any time, to peek in the door or window of any inhabited
dwelling or structure, without visible or lawful business with the owner or occupant. (Pen
Code, § 647, subd. (a).)

Makes it a misdemeanor punishable by up to six months in a county jail, by a fine not to
exceed $1,000 or both, for any person to look through a hole, or otherwise use an
instrumentality, such as binoculars, a camera, or camcorder, to view the interior of a
bedroom, bathroom, changing room, fitting room, dressing room, or tanning booth, or the
interior of any other area in which the occupant has a reasonable expectation of privacy, with
the intent to invade the privacy of the person or people inside. (Pen. Code, § 647, subd.

(D))

Makes it a misdemeanor punishable by up to six months in a county jail, by a fine not to
exceed $1,000 or both, for any person to use a device to secretly videotape or record another
person under or through his or her clothing, for the purpose of viewing that person’s body or
undergarments without consent and under circumstances in which that person has a
reasonable expectation of privacy, if the perpetrator commits the act with a prurient intent.
(Pen. Code, § 647, subd. (j)(2).)

Makes it a misdemeanor punishable by up to six months in a county jail, by a fine not to
exceed $1,000 or both, for any person who uses a concealed instrumentality to secretly
videotape or record another person who is in a state of full or partial undress, for the purpose
of viewing that person’s body or undergarments without consent while that person is in a
bedroom, bathroom, changing room, fitting room, dressing room, or tanning booth, or the
interior of any other area in which that other person has a reasonable expectation of privacy,
with the intent to invade the privacy of that individual. (Pen. Code, § 647, subd. (j)(3).)
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Makes a second or subsequent offense of invasion of privacy with the naked eye or with the
use of an instrumentality is punishable by one up to one year in jail, a fine of up to $2,000, or
both. (Pen. Code, § 647, subd. (1)(1).)

Provides that if the victim of a "peeping" offense was a minor at the time of the offense, then
the crime is punishable by one up to one year in jail, a fine of up to $2,000, or both. (Pen.
Code, § 647, subd. (1)(2).)

States that any person convicted of secretly videotaping or photographing a person in a state
of full or partial undress is punishable by one up to one year in jail, a fine of up to $5,000, or
both. (Pen. Code, § 647.7, subd. (c).)

Provides that if a defendant is convicted of peeking in the door or window of any inhabited
dwelling or structure or of looking into, viewing, or filming another person in a changing
room, bathroom or the interior of any area in which the occupant has a reasonable
expectation of privacy, the court may require counseling as a condition of probation. (Pen.
Code, §647.7, subd. (a).]

Defines a felony as a "crime that is punishable with death, by imprisonment in the state
prison, or notwithstanding any other provision of law, by imprisonment in a county jail under
the provisions of subdivision (h) of Section 1170." (Pen. Code, §17, subd. (a).)

10) States that the place of imprisonment for a felony offense is state prison, unless it is county-

jail eligible under Penal Code section 1170, subdivision (h). (Pen. Code, §18, subd. (a).)

11) Provides that, except in cases where a different punishment is prescribed by law, every

offense declared to be a misdemeanor is punishable by imprisonment in the county jail not
exceeding six months, or by fine not exceeding $1,000, or by both. (Pen. Code, §19.)

12) Prohibits a term of more than one year in the county jail except for executed felony sentences

under Penal Code section 1170, subdivision (h). (Pen. Code § 19.2.)

FISCAL EFFECT: Unknown

COMMENTS:

1) Author's Statement: According to the author, " Existing law provides for persons, who are

convicted of “peeping tom” offenses, to be punished as a misdemeanor offense. These
offenses include the video recording of a person in a state of full or partial undress,
loitering/looking through a window that isn’t theirs for purposes of invading someone’s
privacy, and intentionally distributing images of intimate body parts.

Because the punishment of a misdemeanor is currently limited to a maximum of six months
in jail and/or a $1,000 fine, these offenders often escape proper and necessary punishment for
violating someone’s right to privacy, as District Attorneys are often pleading defendants
down to lesser punishments in order to not further clog the court system.
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AB 1772 will give a District Attorney the discretion of seeking harsher penalties for peeping
activities. The maximum penalties would be doubled from existing law and also provide for
a felony option if the District Attorney feels it’s necessary to seek it."

Argument in Support: None Submitted

Argument in Opposition: According to the California Public Defenders Association, “AB
1772 would change what has always been non-violent misdemeanor “disorderly conduct”
into a felony crime and impose severe penalties on non-violent behavior. Existing law
establishes the offense of disorderly conduct to include, among other acts, specified invasions
of privacy and the act of, while loitering, prowling, or wandering upon the private property of
another, at any time, peeking in the door or window of any inhabited building or structure,
without visible or lawful business with the owner or occupant. Except as specified, existing
law makes those offenses punishable by imprisonment in a county jail not exceeding 6
months, by a fine not exceeding $1,000, or by both that fine and imprisonment. AB1772
would instead provide that those offenses could now be punishable by imprisonment in a
county jail for not more than 6 months, by a fine of $1,000, or by both that fine and
imprisonment, or punishable by imprisonment in a county jail for 16 months, or 2 or 3 years,
by a fine of $2,000, or by both that fine and imprisonment.

*Additionally, although existing law makes a second or subsequent violation of the invasion
of privacy provisions described above punishable by imprisonment in a county jail not
exceeding one year, by a fine not exceeding two thousand dollars ($2,000), or by both that
fine and imprisonment, AB 1772 would expand that punishment to include an additional
punishment of imprisonment in a county jail for 3, 5, or 7 years, by a fine not exceeding
$5,000, or by both that fine and imprisonment. The bill would authorize the same
punishments if the victim of one of those invasions of privacy was a minor at the time of the
offense.

“Finally, existing law provides that every person who, having been convicted of violating the
peeking or invasion of privacy provisions described above, who subsequently uses a
concealed camcorder, motion picture camera, or photographic camera of any type, to secretly
vidéotape, film, photograph, or record by electronic means, another, identifiable person who
may be in a state of full or partial undress, for the purpose of viewing the body of, or the
undergarments worn by, that other person, without the consent or knowledge of that other
person, in the interior of a bedroom, bathroom, changing room, fitting room, dressing room,
or tanning booth, or the interior of any other area in which that other person has a reasonable
expectation of privacy, with the intent to invade the privacy of that other person, regardless
of whether it is a first, second, or subsequent violation of that specific invasion of privacy
provision, shall be punished by imprisonment in a county jail not exceeding one year, by a
fine not exceeding $5,000, or by both that fine and imprisonment. This bill would provide
that those violations are punishable by imprisonment in a county jail not exceeding one year,
by a fine not exceeding $5,000, or by both that fine and imprisonment, or punishable by
imprisonment n a county jail for 3, 5, or 7 years, by a fine not exceeding $10,000, or by both
that fine and imprisonment.
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“Making disorderly conduct, which has always been a misdemeanor, and in this case the
specific act of peeking into someone’s private property, a felony and potentially tripling the
punishments for initial and subsequent violations would be bad public policy, and provide a
punishment that is far from commensurate with the crime.”

Prior Legislation:

a)

b)

AB 1512 (Donnelly) of the 2012 Legislative Session made the crime of invasion of
privacy with the naked eye or with the use of an instrumentality, otherwise known as
"peeping," a felony punishable in the state prison. AB 1512 failed passage in the
Assembly Public Safety Committee.

AB 2523 (Garcia) of the 2004 Legislative Session increased the penalty from a
misdemeanor to an alternate misdemeanor/felony for a first offense of secret videotaping
or recording a person under the age of 18. Made a second or subsequent conviction a
felony. AB 2523 failed passage in the Assembly Public Safety Committee.

AB 2640 (Cox) of the 2004 Legislative Session created a new felony of loitering,
prowling, or wandering upon the private property of another at any time without visible
or lawful business with the owner or occupant. AB 2640 failed passage in Assembly
Public Safety Committee.

REGISTERED SUPPORT / OPPOSITION:

Support

California District Attorneys Association

Opposition

American Civil Liberties Union
California Attorneys for Criminal Justice
California Public Defenders Association
Legal Services for Prisoners with Children

Analysis Prepared by: Gregory Pagan /PUB. S./(916) 319-3744
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AB 1909 (Lopez) — As Amended March 28, 2016
As Proposed to be Amended in Committee

SUMMARY: Expands existing provisions of law that make it a felony for a peace officer to
willfully and intentionally tamper with evidence to include a prosecutor who willfully and
intentionally withholds exculpatory evidence. Specifically, this bill:

1)

2)

Provides that a prosecuting attorney who knowingly, willfully, and intentionally wrongfully
alters, modifies, or withholds any physical matter, digital image, video recording, or relevant
exculpatory material or information that is required to be disclosed, with the specific intent
that the physical matter, digital image, video recording, or relevant exculpatory material or
information will be concealed or destroyed, or fraudulently represented as the original
evidence upon a trial, proceeding, or inquiry is guilty of a felony.

Makes the felony offense of a prosecuting attorney who willfully and intentionally withholds
exculpatory evidence punishable by 16 months, 2, or 3 years in a county jail.

EXISTING LAW:

1)

2)

3)

Makes it a misdemeanor for a person to knowingly, willfully, and intentionally alter, modify,
plant, place, manufacture, conceal, or move any physical matter, with specific intent that the
action will result in a person being charged with a crime, or with the specific intent that the
physical matter be will be wrongfully produced as genuine or true upon any trial, proceeding
or inquiry. (Pen. Code, § 141, subd. (a).)

Makes it a felony for a peace officer to knowingly, willfully, and intentionally alter, modify,
plant, place, manufacture, conceal, or move any physical matter, with specific intent that the
action will result in a person being charged with a crime, or with the specific intent that the
physical matter be will be wrongfully produced as genuine or true upon any trial, proceeding
or inquiry. (Pen. Code, § 141, subd. (b).)

Requires the prosecuting attorney to disclose to the defendant or his or her attorney all of the
following materials and information, if it is in the possession of the prosecuting attorney or if
the prosecuting attorney knows it to be in the possession of the investigating agencies:

a) The names and addresses of persons the prosecutor intends to call as witnesses at trial;

b) Statements of all defendants;
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c¢) All relevant real evidence seized or obtained as a part of the investigation of the offenses
charged;

d) The existence of a felony conviction of any material witness whose credibility is likely to
be critical to the outcome of the trial;

e) Any exculpatory evidence; and

f) Relevant written or recorded statements of witnesses or reports of the statements of
witnesses whom the prosecutor intends to call at the trial, including any reports or
statements of experts made in conjunction with the case, including the results of physical
or mental examinations, scientific tests, experiments, or comparisons which the
prosecutor intends to offer in evidence at the trial. (Pen. Code, § 1054.1.)

Requires the defendant and his or her attorney to disclose to the prosecuting attorney:

a) The names and addresses of persons, other than the defendant, he or she intends to call as
witnesses at trial, together with any relevant written or recorded statements of those
persons, or reports of the statements of those persons, including any reports or statements
of experts made in connection with the case, and including the results of physical or
mental examinations, scientific tests, experiments, or comparisons which the defendant
intends to offer in evidence at the trial; and,

b) Any real evidence which the defendant intends to offer in evidence at the trial. (Pen.
Code, § 1054.3 subd. (a).)

States, before a party may seek court enforcement of any of the required disclosures, the
party shall make an informal request of opposing counsel for the desired materials and
information. If within 15 days the opposing counsel fails to provide the materials and
information requested, the party may seek a court order. Upon a showing that a party has not
complied with the disclosure requirements and upon a showing that the moving party
complied with the informal discovery procedure provided in this subdivision, a court may
make any order necessary to enforce the provisions of this chapter, including, but not limited
to, immediate disclosure, contempt proceedings, delaying or prohibiting the testimony of a
witness or the presentation of real evidence, continuance of the matter, or any other lawful
order. Further, the court may advise the jury of any failure or refusal to disclose and of any
untimely disclosure. (Pen. Code, § 1054.5, subd. (b).)

Allows a court to prohibit the testimony of a witness upon a finding that a party has failed to
provide materials as required only if all other sanctions have been exhausted. The court shall
not dismiss a charge unless required to do so by the Constitution of the United States. (Pen.
Code, § 1054.5, subd. (c).)

Provides that the required disclosures shall be made at least 30 days prior to the trial, unless
good cause is shown why a disclosure should be denied, restricted, or deferred. If the
material and information becomes known to, or comes into the possession of, a party within
30 days of trial, disclosure shall be made immediately, unless good cause is shown why a
disclosure should be denied, restricted, or deferred. “Good cause” is limited to threats or
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possible danger to the safety of a victim or witness, possible loss or destruction of evidence,
or possible compromise of other investigations by law enforcement. (Pen. Code, § 1054.7.)

FISCAL EFFECT: Unknown

COMMENTS:

1y

2)

Author's Statement: According to the author, "Prosecutorial misconduct is an epidemic in
our nation. Bad-acting prosecutors tarnish the image of otherwise hard-working, justice-
seeking, and law-abiding prosecutors. However, this small group of bad-acting prosecutors
have a destructive impact on our criminal justice system. Not only do these bad-acting
prosecutors put their conviction rate ahead of seeking justice, these bad actors often send
innocent people to prison for a very long time. These bad actions forces the public to lose
confidence in the system while costing the systems millions of dollars in costly appeals.

AB 1909 would provide much needed oversight, accountability, and criminal consequences
for these bad actors. Currently, there are no criminal consequences for prosecutors who
violates the rules and send innocent people to prison. The sanctions currently in place rarely,
if ever, are used against these bad actors. These bad-acting prosecutors must be held
accountable for their life-altering misdeeds. This measure would provide a much needed
deterrent effect and hopefully lessen the number of wrongfully convicted.

Background: In a criminal trial, a defendant is presumed innocent and the prosecution has
the burden to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant is guilty. In order to ensure
a fair trial, the prosecuting attorney has a constitutional and statutory duty to disclose
specified information to the defendant. The jury instructions on reasonable doubt states,
"Proof beyond a reasonable doubt is proof that leaves you with an abiding conviction that the
charge is true. The evidence need not eliminate all possible doubt because everything in life
is open to some possible or imaginary doubt. In deciding whether the People have proved
their case beyond a reasonable doubt, you must impartially compare and consider all the
evidence that was received throughout the entire trial. Unless the evidence proves the
defendant[s] guilty beyond a reasonable doubt, (he/she/they) (is/are) entitled to an acquittal
and you must find (him/her/them) not guilty." (CALCRIM No. 103.)

In the landmark case of Brady v. Maryland (1963) 373 U.S. 83, the Supreme Court held that
a defendant has a constitutionally protected privilege to request and obtain from the
prosecution evidence that is either material to the guilt of the defendant or relevant to the
punishment to be imposed. The Supreme Court in a later case explained "[u]nder the Due
Process Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment, criminal prosecutions must comport with
prevailing notions of fundamental fairness. We have long interpreted this standard of
fairness to require that criminal defendants be afforded a meaningful opportunity to present a
complete defense. To safeguard that right, the Court has developed 'what might loosely be
called the area of constitutionally guaranteed access to evidence.' [Citing United States v.
Valenzuela-Bernal (1982) 458 U.S. 858, 867.] Taken together, this group of constitutional
privileges delivers exculpatory evidence into the hands of the accused, thereby protecting the

innocent from erroneous conviction and ensuring the integrity of our criminal justice
system." [California v. Trombetta (1984) 467 U.S. 479, 485.]
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Even in the absence of a specific request, the prosecution has a constitutional duty to turn
over exculpatory evidence that would raise a reasonable doubt about the defendant's guilt.
[United States v. Agurs (1996) 427 U.S. 97,112.] Generally, a specific request is not
necessary for parties to receive discovery, however, an informal discovery request must be

made before a party can request formal court enforcement of discovery. (Pen. Code, §
1054.5, subd.(b).)

Current Remedies: The prosecuting attorney is required, both constitutionally and
statutorily, to disclose specified information and materials to the defendant. In California,
the defendant is also statutorily required to disclose specified information and materials to
the prosecution. (Pen. Code, § 1054. 3, subd.(a).) If either party intentionally fails to
disclose the required evidence, the court may make any order necessary to enforce the
disclosure requirements, including, but not limited to, immediate disclosure, contempt
proceedings, delaying or prohibiting the testimony of a witness or the presentation of real
evidence, continuance of the matter, or any other lawful order. The court may also advise the
jury of any failure or refusal to disclose and of any untimely disclosure. (Penal Code Section
1054. 5(b).) Under existing law, courts have the discretion in determining the appropriate
sanction that should be imposed because of the untimely disclosure of discoverable records
and evidence.

According to a Yale Law Journal article, "[a] prosecutor’s violation of the obligation to
disclose favorable evidence accounts for more miscarriages of justice than any other type of
malpractice, but is rarely sanctioned by courts, and almost never by disciplinary bodies.”
The very nature of Brady violations—that evidence was suppressed—means that defendants
learn of violations in their cases only fortuitously, when the evidence surfaces through an
alternate channel. Nevertheless, a recent empirical study of all 5760 capital convictions in
the United States from 1973 to 1995 found that prosecutorial suppressions of evidence
accounted for sixteen percent of reversals at the state post-conviction stage. And a study of
11,000 cases involving prosecutorial misconduct in the years since the Brady decision
identified 381 homicide convictions that were vacated “because prosecutors hid evidence or
allowed witnesses to lie." [Footnotes omitted; Dewar, A Fair Trial Remedy for Brady
Violations, Yale Law Journal (2006) p. 1454.]

"When a prosecutor is inclined against disclosing a piece of arguably favorable evidence, few
considerations weigh in favor of disclosure. Trial courts are reticent to grant motions to
compel disclosure of alleged Brady evidence, examine government files, or hold prosecutors
in contempt. Defendants only rarely unearth suppressions. And, even when they do, their
convictions are rarely overturned because they face a tremendous burden on appeal: showing
that the suppression raises a 'reasonable probability that, had the evidence been disclosed to
the defense, the result of the proceeding would have been different.’ Finally, lawyers’
professional associations do not frequently discipline prosecutors for even the most egregious
Brady violations." (Footnotes omitted; /d. at p. 1456.)

The author of the article proposed "when suppressed favorable evidence comes to light
during or shortly before a trial, the trial court should consider instructing the jury on Brady
law and allowing the defendant to argue that the government’s failure to disclose the
evidence raises a reasonable doubt about the defendant’s guilt. . . .[I]nstead of curing the
Bradly violation through reversal on appeal, the remedy corrects the trial itself. In
contributing to a jury’s decision to acquit, the remedy would provide more immediate relief
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than a post-conviction reversal. Yet, because the remedy would not free or even grant a new
trial to defendants of whose guilt the government has sufficient evidence, the remedy would

not run afoul of those who decry the social costs of other 'punishments' for prosecutors, such
as overturning convictions or dismissing charges. (Footnotes omitted; Id. at pp. 1456-1457.)

"The remedy would exist primarily for the benefit of defendants when the government’s
tardiness or failure to disclose favorable evidence permanently prejudiced the defense.
Permanent prejudice might consist of the disintegration of tangible evidence or the death or
disappearance of a witness or alternative suspect. In such cases, neither granting a
continuance for further investigation nor the fact that the defendant may be able to make
some use of the belatedly disclosed evidence is a sufficient remedy." (Footnotes omitted; /d.
at p. 1458.)

CALCRIM 306 Jury Instruction: In addition to sanctions, untimely disclosure of required
evidence is addressed in the CALCRIM 306 jury instruction, which reads in relevant part:

"Both the People and the defense must disclose to the other their evidence to the other before
trial, within the rime limits set by law. Failure to follow the rule may deny the other side the
chance to produce all relevant evidence, to counter opposing evidence, or to receive a fair
trial."

"An Attorney for the (People/Defense) failed to disclose [description of the evidence that was
not disclosed] within the legal time period."

"In evaluating the weight and significance of that evidence, you may consider the effect, if
any, of that late discovery."

Is this instruction sufficient to remedy possible prejudice as a result of late disclosure of
required evidence rather than criminalizing this conduct?

Argument in Support: According to the California Attorneys for Criminal Justice,"" This
bill would create criminal penalties for bad-acting prosecuting attorneys that knowingly and
intentionally withhold exculpatory evidence from the defense in violation of their ethical,
state and constitutional duties under Brady v. Maryland, 373 U.S. 83 (1963).

“Firstly, we would like to acknowledge that the large majority of prosecuting attorneys do
their jobs well, with integrity and dignity. These prosecutors seek to find justice above all
other matters. However, the small group of bad-actors spoil the reputation of prosecutors.

“CAC]J has made it an organizational priority to highlight and address issues of prosecutorial
misconduct. In 2014, prominent 9th Circuit Justice, Alex Kozinski, stated that prosecutorial
misconduct is an epidemic in our criminal justice system. Nationwide, we’ve seen stories of
innocent persons being sent to prison for decades because of a bad-acting prosecutor placing
their self-interest and conviction rate ahead of seeking justice.

“This epidemic has created a much larger growing lack of confidence in our criminal justice
system. According to the National Registry of Exonerations, a project of the University of
Michigan Law School, there has been 1.700 exonerations nationwide since 1989. Forty five
(45) percent of the exonerations found were as a result of official misconduct, which is
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defined as police, prosecutors, or other governmental officials significantly abusing their
authority or the judicial process in a manner that contributed to the exoneree’s conviction.
California has also experienced a number of Brady violation.

“In a report by the Veritas Initiative from the Santa Clara School of Law, a review on 10
years of prosecutorial misconduct occurring in California showed that California court
repeatedly failed to take meaningful action when the court found that the prosecutorial
misconduct was harmful.

“Current law, as passed last year in AB 1328, requires a court to notify the state bar of such a
knowing and intentional Brady violation. However, besides this option, there are no criminal
consequences for such intentional acts. When a prosecutor intentionally withholds
exculpatory evidence, an unknowing and innocent defendant can be convicted, sentence, and
incarceration for a long time. These bad-acting prosecutors rarely, if ever, face any actually
consequences for their actions.”

Argument in Opposition: According to the California District Attorneys
Association, "This bill would create a new felony, applicable only to prosecuting
attorneys who fail to meet their statutory and constitutional discovery obligations.

“Proposition 115 (1990) established Penal Code section 1054 and codified the
principle of reciprocal discovery, under which both the prosecution and defense are
obligated to turn over specified materials. When either side fails to comply with its
statutory discovery obligations, PC 1054.5 provides the court with authority to grant a
variety of remedies, depending on the circumstances. The court may order immediate
disclosure of the material, initiate contempt proceedings, delay or prohibit testimony,
grant a continuance, “or any other lawful order.” Additionally, individual attorneys
also face State Bar sanctions, including potential disbarment, for unethical conduct,
and, in cases involving the intentional destruction or secreting of evidence, criminal
sanctions under PC 141(a).

“Further, just last year, this Legislature passed AB 1328 (Chapter 467, Statutes of
2015), which requires a court to inform the State Bar when a prosecutor deliberately
and intentionally withholds relevant or material exculpatory evidence or information
in violation of law, and also allows for the disqualification of an individual
prosecutor, or even an entire office, when this type of misconduct is found to exist.

“Now, before the ink is even dry on the Governor’s signature of that bill, comes an
outrageous attempt to criminalize prosecutors for conduct that falls well short of
criminal.

“AB 1909 would make it a felony for a prosecutor to “knowingly, willfully,
intentionally, and wrongfully” tamper with or withhold physical evidence, along with
“relevant exculpatory material or information”. In the context of criminal discovery,
courts have held that “knowing” violations may include negligent or inadvertent
conduct. Therefore, this bill may criminalize prosecutors who unintentionally turn
over discovery once trial has commenced.
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“As previously mentioned, AB 1909 creates a new felony applying only to the
prosecution, which we believe violates Proposition 115 (1990). Since the language
only makes it a felony for the prosecutor to engage in this type of conduct, while the
defense attorney would only be subject to the misdemeanor in existing PC 141(a),
adopting the measure would upset the constitutionally mandated balance of
reciprocity and duality in both the requirements and penalties that are the
cornerstones of criminal discovery in California.

“To the extent that discovery violations are committed by either the prosecution or the
defense in a criminal matter, existing law already provides for a variety of remedies,
including, in egregious cases, prosecution under PC 141(a). We believe that current
sanctions are sufficient to police this type of misconduct.”

Prior Legislation:

a) AB 256 (Jones-Sawyer), Chapter 463, Statutes of 2015, expanded the prohibition against
knowingly, willfully, and intentionally tampering with evidence to include digital images
and video recordings owned by another.

b) AB 1328 (Weber), Chapter 467, Statutes of 2015, required the court to notify the State
Bar if a prosecuting attorney has intentionally failed to disclose relevant exculpatory
evidence, and authorized the court to disqualify the prosecuting attorney from the case,
and the prosecuting attorney's office if other employees in the office knowingly
participated in, or sanctioned the withholding of the exculpatory evidence,

REGISTERED SUPPORT / OPPOSITION:

Support

California Attorneys for Criminal Justice
California Public Defenders Association

Opposition

California District Attorneys Association

Analysis Prepared by: Gregory Pagan /PUB. S./(916) 319-3744
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Section 141 of the Penal Code is amended to read:

141. (a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), a person who knowingly, willfully, intentionally,
and wrongfully alters, modifies, plants, places, manufactures, conceals, or moves any physical
matter, digital image, or video recording, with specific intent that the action will result in a
person being charged with a crime or with the specific intent that the physical matter will be
wrongfully produced as genuine or true upon a trial, proceeding, or inquiry, is guilty of a
misdemeanor.

(b) A peace officer who knowingly, willfully, intentionally, and wrongfully alters, modifies,
plants, places, manufactures, conceals, or moves any physical matter, digital image, or video
recording, with specific intent that the action will result in a person being charged with a crime
or with the specific intent that the physical matter, digital image, or video recording will be
concealed or destroyed, or fraudulently represented as the original evidence upon a trial,
proceeding, or inquiry, is guilty of a felony punishable by two, three, or five years in the state
prison.

(c) A prosecuting attorney who knowingly, willfully, intentionally, and wrongfully alters,
modifies, or withholds any physical matter, digital image, video recording, or relevant
exculpatory material or information that is required to be disclosed, with the specific intent that
the physical matter, digital image, video recording, or relevant exculpatory material or
information will be concealed or destroyed, or fraudulently represented as the original evidence
upon a trial, proceeding, or inquiry, is guilty of a felony punishable by imprisonment pursuant to
subdivision (h) of Section 1170 for 16 months, two, or three, orfive years.

(d) This section does not preclude prosecution under both this section and any other law.

Greg Pagan
Assembly Public Safety
04/07/2016
Page 1 of 2



SEC. 2. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to Section 6 of Article XIII B of the
California Constitution because the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school
district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or infraction, eliminates a crime or
infraction, or changes the penalty for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556
of the Government Code, or changes the definition of a crime within the meaning of Section 6 of
Atrticle XIII B of the California Constitution.

Greg Pagan
Assembly Public Safety
04/07/2016
Page 2 of 2
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AB 1912 (Achadjian) — As Amended March 15,2016

SUMMARY: SUMMARY: Requires a person convicted of soliciting a minor, who the person
knew or reasonably should have known, was both a minor and a victim of human trafficking to
register as a sex offender for a period of five years after a first conviction, 10 years after a second
conviction, and 20 years after a third or subsequent conviction.

EXISTING LAW:

1) Requires persons convicted of specified sex offenses to register for life, or reregister if the
person has been previously registered, upon release from incarceration, placement,
commitment, or release on probation. States that the registration shall consist of all of the
following (Pen. Code, § 290.015, subd. (a).):

2)

a)

A statement signed in writing by the person, giving information as shall be required by
DOJ and giving the name and address of the person's employer, and the address of the
person's place of employment, if different from the employer's main address;

Fingerprints and a current photograph taken by the registering official;

The license plate number of any vehicle owned by, regularly driven by or registered in
the name of the registrant;

Notice to the person that he or she may have a duty to register in any other state where he
or she may relocate; and,

Copies of adequate proof of residence, such as a California driver's license or
identification card, recent rent or utility receipt or any other information that the
registering official believes is reliable.

States every person who is required to register, as specified, who is living as a transient shall
be required to register for the rest of his or her life as follows:

2)

He or she shall register, or reregister if the person has previously registered, within five
working days from release from incarceration, placement or commitment, or release on
probation, pursuant to Penal Code Section 290(b), except that if the person previously
registered as a transient less than 30 days from the date of his or her release from
incarceration, he or she does not need to reregister as a transient until his or her next
required 30-day update of registration. If a transient is not physically present in any one
jurisdiction for five consecutive working days, he or she shall register in the jurisdiction
in which he or she is physically present on the fifth working day following release, as
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specified. Beginning on or before the 30th day following initial registration upon release,
a transient shall reregister no less than once every 30 days thereafter. A transient shall
register with the chief of police of the city in which he or she is physically present within
that 30-day period, or the sheritf of the county if he or she is physically present in an
unincorporated area or city that has no police department, and additionally, with the chief
of police of a campus of the University of California, the California State University, or
community college if he or she is physically present upon the campus or in any of its
facilities. A transient shall reregister no less than once every 30 days regardless of the
length of time he or she has been physically present in the particular jurisdiction in which
he or she reregisters. If a transient fails to reregister within any 30-day period, he or she
may be prosecuted in any jurisdiction in which he or she is physically present.

b) A transient who moves to a residence shall have five working days within which to
register at that address, in accordance with Penal Code Section 290(b). A person
registered at a residence address in accordance with that provision who becomes transient
shall have five working days within which to reregister as a transient in accordance with
existing law.

¢) Beginning on his or her first birthday following registration, a transient shall register
annually, within five working days of his or her birthday, to update his or her registration
with the entities described in existing law. A transient shall register in whichever
jurisdiction he or she is physically present on that date. At the 30-day updates and the
annual update, a transient shall provide current information as required on the DOJ
annual update form, including the information.

d) A transient shall, upon registration and re-registration, provide current information as
required on the DOJ registration forms, and shall also list the places where he or she
sleeps, eats, works, frequents, and engages in leisure activities. If a transient changes or
adds to the places listed on the form during the 30-day period, he or she does not need to
report the new place or places until the next required re-registration. (Pen. Code, §
290.011, subds. (a) to (d).)

Provides that willful violation of any part of the registration requirements constitutes a
misdemeanor if the offense requiring registration was a misdemeanor, and constitutes a
felony of the offense requiring registration was a felony or if the person has a prior
conviction of failing to register. (Pen. Code, § 290.018, subds. (a)&(b).)

Provides that within three days thereafter, the registering law enforcement agency or
agencies shall forward the statement, fingerprints, photograph, and vehicle license plate
number, if any, to the DOJ. (Pen. Code § 290.015, subd. (b).)

States that a misdemeanor failure to register shall be punishable by imprisonment in a county
jail not exceeding one year, and a felony failure to register shall be punishable in the state
prison for 16 months, two or three years. (Pen. Code, § 290.018, subds. (a)&(b).)

Provides that the DOJ shall make available information concerning persons who are required
to register as a sex offender to the public via an internet website. The DOJ shall update the
website on an ongoing basis. Victim information shall be excluded from the website. (Pen.
Code § 290.46.) The information provided on the website is dependent upon what offenses
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the person has been convicted of, but generally includes identifying information and a
photograph of the registrant.

Generally prevents the use of the information on the website from being used in relation to
the following areas: (Pen. Code, § 290.46, subd. (1)(2).)

a) Health insurance;

b) Insurance;

¢) Loans;

d) Credit;

¢) Employment;

f) Education, scholarships, or fellowships;

g) Housing or accommodations; and

h) Benefits, privileges, or services provided by any business establishment.

Provides that any person who solicits, agrees to engage in, or engages in an act of prostitution
is guilty of a misdemeanor. The crime does not occur unless the person specifically intends
to engage in an act of prostitution and some act is done in furtherance of agreed upon act.
Prostitution includes any lewd act between persons for money or other consideration. (Pen.
Code, § 647, subd. (b).)

Provides that if the defendant agreed to engage in an act of prostitution, the person soliciting

the act of prostitution need not specifically intend to engage in an act or prostitution. (Pen.
Code § 647, subd. (b).)

10) Provides that where any person is convicted of a second prostitution offense, the person shall

serve a sentence of at least 45 days, no part of which can be suspended or reduced by the
court regardless of whether or not the court grants probation. (Pen. Code § 647, subd. (k).)

11) Provides that where any person is convicted for a third prostitution offense, the person shall

serve a sentence of at least 90 days, no part of which can be suspended or reduced by the
court regardless of whether or not the court grants probation. (Pen. Code § 647, subd. (k).)

12) Defines “unlawful sexual intercourse™ as an act of sexual intercourse accomplished with a

person under the age of 18 years, when no other aggravating elements — such as force or
duress — are present. (Pen. Code § 261.5, subd. (a).)

13) Provides the following penalties for unlawful sexual intercourse:

a) Where the defendant is not more than three years older or three years younger than the
minor, the offense is a misdemeanor;
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b) Where the defendant is more than three years older than the minor, the offense is an
alternate felony-misdemeanor, punishable by a jail term of up to one year, a fine of up to

$1,000, or both, or by a prison term of 16 months, two years or three years and a fine of
up $10,000; or,

¢) Where the defendant is at least 21 years of age and the minor is under the age of 16, the
offense is an alternate felony-misdemeanor, punishable by a jail term of up to one year, a
fine of up to $1,000, or both, or by a prison term of 16 months, two years or three years
and a fine of up $10,000. (Pen. Code § 261.5, subd (b)-(d).)

14) Provides that in the absence of aggravating elements each crime of sodomy, oral copulation
or penetration with a foreign or unknown object with a minor is punishable as follows:

a) Where the defendant is over 21 and the minor under 16 years of age, the offense is a
felony, with a prison term of 16 months, two years or three years.

b) In other cases sodomy with a minor is a wobbler, with a felony prison term of 16 months,
two years or three years. (Pen. Code §§ 286, subd. (b), 288a, subd. (b), 289, subd. (h).)

15) Provides that where each crime of sodomy, oral copulation or penetration with a foreign or
unknown object with a minor who is under 14 and the perpetrator is more than 10 years older
than the minor, the offense is a felony, punishable by a prison term of 3, 6 or 8 years. (Pen.
Code §§ 286, subd. (c)(1), 288a, subd. (c)(1), 289, subd. (j).)

16) Provides that any person who engages in lewd conduct — any sexually motivated touching or
a defined sex act — with a child under the age of 14 is guilty of a felony, punishable by a
prison term of 3, 6 or 8 years. Where the offense involves force or coercion, the prison term
is 5, 8 or 10 years. (Pen. Code § 288, subd. (b).)

17) Provides that where any person who engages in lewd conduct with a child who is 14 or 15
years old, and the person is at least 10 years older than the child, the person is guilty of an
alternate felony-misdemeanor, punishable by a jail term of up to one year, a fine of up to
$1,000, or both, or by a prison term of 16 months, two years or three years and a fine of up
$10,000. (Pen. Code § 288, subd. (c)(1).)

18) Includes numerous crimes concerning sexual exploitation of minors for commercial
purposes. These crimes include:

a) Pimping: Deriving income from the earnings of a prostitute, deriving income from a
place of prostitution, or receiving compensation for soliciting a prostitute. Where the
victim is a minor under the age of 16, the crime is punishable by a prison term of three,
six or eight years. (Pen. Code § 266h, subds. (a)-(b);

b) Pandering: Procuring another for prostitution, inducing another to become a prostitute,
procuring another person to be placed in a house of prostitution, persuading a person to
remain in a house of prostitution, procuring another for prostitution by fraud, duress or
abuse of authority, and commercial exchange for procurement. (Pen. Code § 266i, subd.

(a).);
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¢) Procurement: Transporting or providing a child under 16 to another person for purposes
of any lewd or lascivious act. The crime is punishable by a prison term of three, six, or
eight years, and by a fine not to exceed $15,000. (Pen. Code § 266j.)

d) Taking a minor from her or his parents or guardian for purposes of prostitution. This is a
felony punishable by a prison term of 16 months, two years, or three years and a fine of
up to $2,000. (Pen. Code § 267.); and,

19) Provides that where a person is convicted of pimping or pandering involving a minor the
court may order the defendant to pay an additional fine of up to $5,000. In setting the fine,
the court shall consider the seriousness and circumstances of the offense, the illicit gain
realized by the defendant and the harm suffered by the victim. The proceeds of this fine shall
be deposited in the Victim-Witness Assistance Fund and made available to fund programs for
prevention of child sexual abuse and treatment of victims. (Pen. Code § 266k, subd. (a).)

20) Provides that where a defendant is convicted of taking a minor under the age 16 from his or
her parents to provide to others for prostitution (Pen. Code § 267) or transporting or
providing a child under the age of 16 for purposes of any lewd or lascivious act (Pen. Code §
2667), the court may impose an additional fine of up to $20,000. (Pen. Code § 266k, subd.

(b).)

21) Provides that where a defendant is convicted under the Penal Code of taking a minor (under
the age of 18) from his or her parents for purposes of prostitution (Pen. Code § 267), or
transporting or providing a child under the age of 16 for purposes of any lewd or lascivious
act (2667), the court, if it decides to impose a specified additional fine, the fine must be no
less than $5,000, but no more than $20,000. (Pen. Code § 266k, subd. (b).)

FISCAL EFFECT:
COMMENTS:

1) Author's Statement: According to the author, "California is one of the top four destinations
in the United States for human trafficking and it is a $32 billion a year global industry. In
order to attempt to contain this industry and try to keep it from growing every year, we need
to curb demand of prostitution with human trafficking victims. One way to do this is to
require a limited term sex offender registration for those who are convicted of soliciting
prostitution if they knew or reasonably should have known that the other participant was a
minor and a victim of human trafficking. While the offenders will be on the sex offender
registry and require monitoring for a set amount of time, they won’t be on the registry
forever and won’t require the long-term monitoring expense of others on the registry. The
tiered registration would require five years registration for the first conviction, 10 years
registration for the second offense and 20 years registration for the third and subsequent
offense."
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2) Heavy Penalties and Registration Requirements Already Exist for Persons who Engage

3)

4)

in Sexual Acts with Minors: Under current law, existing penalties which are almost too
numerous to count exist for crimes involving various sexual acts with minors. From various
crimes related to lewd and lascivious acts with a child to statutory rape, any individual who is
an adult that engages in sexual contact with a minor is punished under California law. The
penalties for these offenses almost universally include long prison sentences, and require sex
registration.

Known or Should Have Known: This bill requires registration for a person convicted of
soliciting a minor who the person knew, or reasonably should have known, was both a minor
and a victim of human trafficking. The bill would cover persons who are targeting minors on
purpose, but the provisions leave room for people who do not know that they are soliciting a
minor with the "should have known" provision. Additionally, the bill specifies that the
person must know or reasonably should know that the minor solicited is a victim of human
trafficking. It is unclear how this element would be proven. Does this provision require a
prosecutor to plead and prove that the victim is actually a victim of another, separate
individual who is a human trafficker? Would the prosecutor have to show, beyond a
reasonable doubt, that the separate offender is guilty of human trafficking (Pen. Code §
236.1), and that the minor was indeed their victim?

The Current Sex Offender Registration System and Megan's Law Website has Become
too Unwieldy to be Effective for Law Enforcement: Again, according to California's Sex
Offender Managemeént Board, there are a number of problems with the current system as a
result of adding too many low-tisk sex offenders. California’s system of lifetime registration
for all convicted sex offenders has created a registry that is very large and that includes many
individuals who do not necessarily pose a risk to the community. The consequences of these
realities are that the registry has, in some ways, become counterproductive to improving
public safety. When everyone is viewed as posing a significant risk, the ability for law
enforcement and the community to differentiate between who is truly high risk and more
likely to reoffend becomes impossible. There needs to be a way for all persons to distinguish
between sex offenders who require increased monitoring, attention and resources and those
who are unlikely to reoffend.

There are many unintended consequences and indirect costs associated with sex offender
registration.

e Innocent families and children of offenders (including victims of intra-familial
sexual abuse) also bear the consequences of lifetime registration since they can
often be identified by the public. Adverse consequences also arise for employers,
landlords, neighbors and others.

e There has been a proliferation of residence restrictions and exclusion zones for
registered sex offenders in many jurisdictions in California. Violation of these can
lead to criminal charges. The obstacles posed by registration status prevent many
individuals from obtaining housing or employment and becoming functioning,
contributing, tax-paying members of society.

e There is reason to believe that registration policies, especially lifetime
registration, keep some victims, particularly family members of the offender,
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from disclosing the abuse because they wish to avoid the stigma that will impact
their family and their own lives for a very long time.

The presence nearby of one or more registered sex offenders can drive down property values
in a neighborhood and make houses difficult to sell. If the current registration system was
effective in the ways intended, these might be considered part of the price to pay for the
greater good. But, since the current registry does not attain its intended purposes, many of
these unintended consequences are without justification.

California's Sex Offender Management Board's Background: On September 20, 2006,
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger signed Assembly Bill 1015, which created the California
Sex Offender Management Board. AB 1015 had been introduced by Assembly Members
Judy Chu and Todd Spitzer and passed the California Legislature with nearly unanimous
bipartisan support.

Because California is the most populated state in the Union and has had lifetime registration
for its convicted sex offenders since 1947, California has more registered sex offenders than
any other state with about 88,000 identified sex offenders (per DOJ, August 2007).
Currently, the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) supervises
about 10,000 of those 88,000 sex offenders, of which about 3,200 have been designated as
"high-risk sex offenders". (CDCR Housing Summit, March 2007). Additionally, there are
about 22,500 adult sex offenders serving time in one of 32 state prisons operated by CDCR
(California Sex Offender Management Task Force Report, July 2007).

While it is commonly believed that most sexual assaults are committed by strangers, the
research suggests that the overwhelming majority of sex offenders victimize people known to
them; approximately 90% of child victims know their offenders, as do 80% of adult victims
[per Kilpatrick, D.G., Edmunds, C.N., & Seymour, A.K. Rape in America: A Report to the
Nation (1992). Arlington, VA: National Victim Center.]

Sex Offender Registration and the Megan's Law Website: According to a 2014 report by
the California Sex Offender Management Board!, the intent of registration was to assist law
enforcement in tracking and monitoring sex offenders since they were viewed as the group
most likely to commit another sex offense. It was thought that having their names and
addresses known to law enforcement and with the expansion of community notification also
available to the public would dissuade them from committing a new offense, enable members
of the public to exercise caution around them, enable law enforcement to monitor them and,
if necessary, solve new sex offense cases more readily. Although research suggests that use
of a registry may help law enforcement solve sex crimes against children involving strangers
more quickly, United States DOJ statistics tell us that most crimes against children (about
93%) are committed not by a stranger but by a person known to the child and his or her
family, usually an acquaintance or family member.

Since 1947, earlier by far than any other state, California has required “universal lifetime”
registration for persons convicted of most sex crimes. (Pen. Code, § 290.) Though every

! http://www.cce.csus.edu/portal/admin/handouts/Tiering%2OBackground%ZOPaper%20FINAL%2OFINAL%204—2-
14.pdf
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other state has instituted some form of registration since then, California is among only four
states which require lifetime registration for every convicted sex offender, no matter the
nature of the crime or the level of risk for reoffending. Almost all other states use some
version of a “tiering” or “level” system which: 1. recognizes that not all sex offenders are the
same, 2. provides meaningful distinctions between different types of offenders and 3.
requires registration at varying levels and for various periods of time. There are nearly
100,000 registrants today in California, a number accumulated over the past 66 years since
the Registry was created in 1947. In 2004 California began to provide pictures and other
identifying information on the Megan’s Law website for about 80% of registrants.
(www.meganslaw.ca.gov)

There are about 98,000 registered sex offenders on California’s registry. About 76,000 live in
California communities and the other 22,000 are currently in custody. Of these offenders,
80% are posted on the state’s Megan’s Law web site with their full address or ZIP Code and
other information, depending upon the offense they committed. About 20% are not posted or
are excluded from posting on the web site by law, again depending on the conviction offense.
Posting on the web site does not take into account years in the community without
reoffending, the offender’s risk level for committing a new sexual or violent crime, or
successful completion of treatment. About one-third of registered offenders are considered
“moderate to high risk” while the remaining two-thirds are “moderate to low risk™ or “low
risk.” Local police departments and sheriff’s offices are charged with managing the
registration process. Registered sex offenders must re-register annually on their birthdays as
well as every time they have a change of address. Transient sex offenders re-register every
30 days and sexually violent predators every 90 days. Registration information collected by
law enforcement is sent to the California Department of Justice (DOJ) and stored in the
California Sex and Arson Registry. If an offender’s information is posted online and he fails
to register or re-register on time, he will be shown as “in violation™ on the Megan’s Law web
site. When proof is provided by local law enforcement to DOJ of a registrant’s death, he or
she is removed from the registry. Every ten years since the Registry was first established has
been marked by a dramatic increase in the number of registrants.

As noted above, the original goal of registration was to assist law enforcement in tracking
and monitoring sex offenders. Over time, registration was expanded to include community
notification and also began to encompass a wider variety of crimes and behaviors. Due to
these changes, research has focused on exploring the changes in sex 4 CASOMB “Tiering
Background Paper” offender registration laws and this has resulted in a constantly growing
body of research that has altered the perspective on sex offender registration. This research
has made it clear that:

e The sexual recidivism rate of identified sex offenders is lower than the recidivism rate
of individuals who have committed any other type of crime except for murder.

o Not all sex offenders are at equal risk to reoffend. Low risk offenders reoffend at low
rates, high risk offenders at much higher rates.

e It is possible to use well-researched actuarial risk assessment instruments to assign
offenders to groups according to risk level. (i.e. Low, Medium, High.)
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e Risk of a new sex offense drops each year the offender remains offense-free in the
community. Eventually, for many offenders, the risk becomes so low as to be
meaningless and the identification of these individuals through a registry becomes
unhelpful due to the sheer numbers on the registry. Research has identified differing
time frames of decreased risk for the various categories of offenders (i.e. low,
medium, high).

e Research on both general and sexual offenders has consistently indicated that
focusing on higher risk offenders delivers the greatest return on efforts to reduce
reoffending.

e Completing a properly designed and delivered specialized sex offender treatment
program delivered within the context of effective supervision reduces recidivism risk
even further. In California, all registered sex offenders on parole or probation are now
required by state law to enter and complete such a program.

This bill would add more low-risk sex (misdemeanor) offenders to the registry, making the
monitoring of the existing high-risk sex offenders even more difficult than it already is.

Prostitution and Human Trafficking, Though Related, are not Always the Same Thing:
A growing number of policy discussions are equating prostitution offenses with human
trafficking offenses. There is no doubt that the crimes are related, however, they are not the
same crime. A number of proposals seek to treat all prostitution offenses more severely
because of the grave threat and nature of human trafficking. Human trafficking is a very
serious crime, involving forced servitude, with very serious penalties. Most prostitution
offenses between a person who is soliciting a prostitute and the prostitute themselves are
misdemeanor crimes. Some of these offenses are related to human trafficking, but many are
not. Additionally, pimps and panderers generally are treated more severely by the law, with
much more serious consequences than the prostitute or the "john." Unlike the crimes of
pimping and pandering, human trafficking is a crime that generally involves some form of
force or coercion.

California has existing strict laws for the treatment of pimps and panderers, as well as human
traffickers. However, those crimes are not the same criminal offenses. Furthermore, not
every person who solicits a prostitute is engaged in the crime of human trafficking. Blurring
the lines between the less severe crimes related to prostitution, and the more severe crimes
related to human trafficking, weakens the severity of human trafficking offenses. For
instance, this committee has approved bills to add human trafficking to the list of serious
felonies. However, if we continue to expand the definition of human trafficking to include
more minor prostitution-related offenses the committee would have to re-evaluate in the
future whether it would still consider human trafficking a serious felony.

According to the Polaris Project, "Human trafficking is a form of modern-day slavery where
people profit from the control and exploitation of others. As defined under U.S. federal law,
victims of human trafficking include children involved in the sex trade, adults age 18 or over
who are coerced or deceived into commercial sex acts, and anyone forced into different
forms of 'labor or services, such as domestic workers held in a home, or farm-workers forced
to labor against their will. The factors that each of these situations have in common are
elements of force, fraud, or coercion that are used to control
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people." (<http://www.polarisproject.org/human-trafficking/overview>.)

Pimping under California law means receiving compensation from the solicitation of a
known prostitute. (Pen. Code, § 266h.) Whereas pandering means procuring another person
for the purpose of prostitution by intentionally encouraging or persuading that person to
become or continue being a prostitute. (Pen. Code, § 266i.) Oftentimes, pimps use mental,
emotional, and physical abuse to keep their prostitutes generating money. Consequently,
there has been a paradigm shift where pimping and pandering is now viewed as possible
human trafficking.

This new approach has been criticized by some because it blurs the line between human
trafficking and prostitution. Sex workers say it discounts their ability to willingly work in the
sex industry. (See Nevada Movement Draws the Line on Human Trafficking by Tom Ragan,
Las Vegas Review Journal, May 26, 2013, < http://www.reviewjournal.com/news/las-
vegas/nevada-movement-draws-line-human-trafficking>.)

a) Prostitution Generally: The basic crime of prostitution is a misdemeanor offense.
(Pen. Code § 647(b).) Prostitution can be generally defined as "soliciting or agreeing to
engage in a lewd act between persons for money or other consideration." Lewd acts
include touching the genitals, buttocks, or female breast of either the prostitute or
customer with some part of the other person's body for the purpose of sexual arousal or
gratification of either person.

To implicate a person for prostitution themselves, the prosecutor must prove that the
defendant "solicited" or "agreed" to "engage" in prostitution. A person agrees to engage
in prostitution when the person accepts an offer to commit prostitution with specific
intent to accept the offer, whether or not the offerer has the same intent.

For the crime of "soliciting a prostitute” the prosecutors must prove that the defendant
requested that another person engage in an act of prostitution, and that the defendant
intended to engage in an act of prostitution with the other person, and the other person
received the communication containing the request. The defendant must do something
more than just agree to engage in prostitution. The defendant must do some act in
furtherance of the agreement to be convicted. Words alone may be sufficient to pro