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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1. Section 20001 of the Vehicle Code is amended to read:

20001. (a) The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to a person, other
than themselves, or in the death of a person shall immediately stop the vehicle at the scene of the
accident and shall fulfill the requirements of Sections 20003 and 20004.

(b) (1) (A) Except as provided in subparagraph (B) and in paragraph (2), a person who violates
subdivision (a) shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison, or in a county jail for not
more than one year, or by a fine of not less than one thousand dollars ($1,000) nor more than ten
thousand dollars ($10,000), or by both that imprisonment and fine.

(B) A person who violates subdivision (a) within 10 years of a separate violation of Section
23103, as specified in Section 23103.5, 23152, or 23153, or a violation of Section 191.5 of the
Penal Code, or paragraph (1) of subdivision (c¢) of Section 192 of the Penal Code, that resulted in
a conviction, shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for two, three, or four years,
or in_a county jail for not more than one vear, or by a fine of not less than one thousand
dollars ($1,000) nor more than ten thousand dollars ($10,000), or by both that
imprisonment and fine.

(2) (A) If the accident described in subdivision (a) results in death or permanent, serious injury, a
person who violates subdivision (a) shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for
two, three, or four years, or in a county jail for not less than 90 days nor more than one year, or
by a fine of not less than one thousand dollars ($1,000) nor more than ten thousand dollars
($10,000), or by both that imprisonment and fine. However, the court, in the interests of justice
and for reasons stated in the record, may reduce or eliminate the minimum imprisonment
required by this paragraph.

(B) If the accident described in subdivision (a) results in death or permanent, serious injury, and
the violation of subdivision (a) occurred within 10 years of a separate violation of Section 23103,
as specified in Section 23103.5, 23152, or 23153, or a violation of Section 191.5 of the Penal
Code, or paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 192 of the Penal Code, that resulted in a
conviction, a person who violates subdivision (a) shall be punished by imprisonment in the state
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prison for three, four, or five years, or in a county jail for not less than 90 days nor more
than one vear, and by a fine of not less than one thousand dollars ($1.000) nor more than
ten _thousand dollars ($10.000). However, the court, in the interests of justice and for
reasons stated in the record, may reduce or eliminate the minimum imprisonment required

by this paragraph. twes;feur;er-six-years:

(3) In imposing the minimum fine required by this subdivision, the court shall take into
consideration the defendant’s ability to pay the fine and, in the interests of justice and for reasons
stated in the record, may reduce the amount of that minimum fine to less than the amount
otherwise required by this subdivision.

(c) A person who flees the scene of the crime after committing a violation of Section 191.5 of, or
paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 192 of the Penal Code, upon conviction of any of
those sections, in addition and consecutive to the punishment prescribed, shall be punished by an
additional term of imprisonment of five years in the state prison. This additional term shall not
be imposed unless the allegation is charged in the accusatory pleading and admitted by the
defendant or found to be true by the trier of fact. The court shall not strike a finding that brings a
person within the provisions of this subdivision or an allegation made pursuant to this
subdivision.

(d) As used in this section, “permanent, serious injury” means the loss or permanent impairment
of function of a bodily member or organ.
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SEC. 24. Section 23635 of the Vehicle Code is amended to read:

23635. (a) This section shall be known, and may be cited, as Braun’s Law.
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(b) When an allegation of a violation of Section 23152 is dismissed by the court, an allegation of
a different or lesser offense is substituted for an allegation of a violation of Section 23152, or an
allegation of a separate conviction is dismissed or stricken, the court shall specify on the record
its reason or reasons for the order. The court shall also specify on the record whether the
dismissal, substitution, or striking was requested by the prosecution and whether the prosecution
concurred in or opposed the dismissal, substitution, or striking.

(c) When the prosecution makes a motion for a dismissal or substitution, or for the striking of a
separate conviction, the prosecution shall submit a written statement which shall become part of
the court record and which gives the reasons for the motion. The reasons shall include, but need
not be limited to, problems of proof, the interests of justice, why another offense is more
properly charged, if applicable, and any other pertinent reasons. If the reasons include the
“interests of justice,” the written statement shall specify all of the factors which contributed to
this conclusion.

(d) If the court dismisses an allegation of a violation of Section 23152, or a defendant pleads

guilty or no contest to a different or lesser offense as a substitute for an alleged violation of
Section 23152, the court shall give an advisement pursuant to Section 23593.

SEC. 35. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to Section 6 of Article XIII B of the
California Constitution because the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school
district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or infraction, eliminates a crime or
infraction, or changes the penalty for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556
of the Government Code, or changes the definition of a crime within the meaning of Section 6 of
Article XIII B of the California Constitution.
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